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 For students at Federal Hock-
ing High School, having December 
1st off can be considered a holiday. If 
a student’s out of town relative were 
to ask them why this day is so im-
portant, their reply would be pretty 
simple.
 There’s frost on the ground, 
leaves are off the trees, and gunshots 
are echoing through the hills. It’s 
hunting season.
 Most hunters out there are 
probably ex-
cited about deer 
hunting, which 
is the most 
current season. 
Deer season 
brings out more 
hunters in Ohio 
than any other 
season. Bow 
season started 
on September 
27th and with 
the Rut (deer mating season) coming 
to a close, most hunters are looking 
forward to gun season. Gun season is 
madness, for one week people from 
all over head to the woods in hopes 
of getting a deer. It’s not uncommon 
to see hunter orange dotting a hill-
side as one drives past.
 Gun season allows the use 
of firearms, such as shotguns and 
muzzle loaders while bow season 
only allows the use of bows. Gun 
season is easier because hunters can 
shoot a deer over great distances, and 
most hunters will often hunt in large 

groups. With coordinated move-
ments, it’s very easy to get deer up 
and moving, therefore increasing the 
chances in large groups. Just be sure 
to dress warm, as it takes place in the 
winter.
 Zach Cunningham, a senior 
at Federal Hocking High School. 
“And when you cock your gun and 
you know something’s about to go 
boom. It’s fantastic”.
 Last year, Cunningham suc-
ceeded in bagging a deer. “It was a 
tag team between me and my broth-
ers. We got two does”.

 Bow season lasts 
longer 
than gun 
season, but 
it requires 
more pa-
tience and 
time
consid-
ering a 
hunter 
has to call 
the deer in 

and possibly scout areas 
to find out the deer’s 
habits. If one bow hunts, 
they want to look for 
areas where deer trails 
intersect, or where 
bucks rub their antlers up against a 
tree. Most bow hunters only hunt up 
to the end of the Rut, as it is the best 
chance to call in a large buck. If one 
hunts during the Rut, their chances 
of getting a big buck are much higher 
than any other time, as bucks liter-
ally just patrol the woods looking for 
does. They get careless and give no 
thought to their own safety. Once a 

hunter has an area staked out, they 
have to grunt and rattle to try and 
attract a buck to their position. After 
the rut, get ready for gun season.
 If one waits until early Janu-
ary, they can catch muzzleloader 
season. This particular week requires 
a steady hand, as only muzzleloaders 
can be used. That means one shot per 
load. If they miss, it’s unlikely they’ll 
get a second shot. Muzzleloader sea-
son is short and cold, only a few days 
long and in early January.
 “I like muzzleloader hunt-
ing,” said Miranda Holsinger, a senior 
at Federal Hocking.

“I’ve just always done it 
and I like them better”.
 Holsinger had shot a 
six point buck last year 
during muzzleloader 
season.
 A lot less hunters 
make it to the woods 
this week, but the 
chances of seeing a deer 
are still good. As a mat-
ter of fact it’s hunters’ 
last chance. Deer season 
is over again
until fall after that week.

 Of course 
deer season isn’t 
the only season out 

during the winter months. People 
can also hunt squirrel, rabbit, rac-
coon, opossum, fox, weasel, and 
grouse. They can usually bag multiple 
small game animals in a single day, 
and due to the large amounts of these 
animals, it is a popular way to hunt. 
Some hunters, like Cody Pfeiffer, 
even anticipate the spring months 
where they go turkey hunting.

Get the Guns Out
By Devon Robinson

Crystal Moone and her father 
with their button buck.

Chelsea Washburn poses with 
an eight-point.
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 “I like calling them in and 
when they gobble back. I just get 
tense because I know when they’re 
coming,”  Pfeiffer, a junior at Federal 
Hocking, said.
 So, hunters have waited a 
whole year and hunting season is 
finally back in full swing. Now is the 
time to get gear and get out to the 
woods. Who knows? You might get 
lucky.

Becky Rody 
Green Edge Organic Gardens
Athens Hills CSA
16232 Henry Road
Anesville, Ohio 45711
740-448-4021

The Change 
 By Alexis Brown

 New schedules can be every 
confusing, but maybe for Federal 
Hocking High School students, it 
will not be. In case anybody does 
not know, FH has three different 
schedules. Some may find it confus-
ing, while others may not. Those 
three schedules are a Monday/Fri-
day schedule, a Tuesday/ Thursday 
schedule and a Wednesday sched-
ule. Most students really like the 
short days because who wants to sit 
in a classroom forever? Or it may 

seem like forever. 
 The new schedule that every 
teacher and student seem to be 
talking about is having one consis-
tent schedule everyday, instead of 
having different ones. Under the 
new system, students would have 
homeroom or advisory at the end 
of the day. Some students do not 
agree with this “new schedule.” 
 Freshman Caitlin Pierce is 
not a fan.  
  “No, I do not agree with this 
new schedule because I don’t want 
long classes.” 
 Other schools have many 
other classes than FH does. Some 
schools, like Athens High School, 
have eight or nine class periods, but 
they have short classes that last only 
40 minutes. However, the classes 
are usually for a year, as opposed 
to a semester.  It seems to be that 
every school that has several classes 
have really short times in classes, 
which means they do not have very 
much time to get anything done. 
 Math teacher Mr. Armelie 
really likes the idea of having one 
basic schedule everyday.
 “I think it’s a good idea for 
the students because the students 
get confused with the class times 
everyday. It’ll be interesting to see 
where this new schedule goes.” 
 If Armelie had input on the 
schedule change, he said he would 
address the fact that advisory is at 
the end of the day and it may be 
difficult. 
 Armelie also noted some 
disadvantages that may occur once 
this new schedule is implemented 
is that it  “might be more difficult 
getting things done for advisory.”
 There are other disadvan-
tages that Mr. Tabler addressed. 
  “For myself, limited time 
for show and tells for the senior 

projects.” 
 As with anything, there 
are pros and cons. Mr. Tabler also 
recognizes the positive points.
 “It’ll be easier for club meet-
ings also if there is advisory at the 
end of the day, then they can get 
homework and any help they need 
done.” 
 Tabler also thinks that 
students who play any sports will 
find it a lot easier because they get 
more time to leave for any games or 
tournaments. 
 Freshman Savannah With-
am added “ I don’t think there are 
any disadvantages because if you 
don’t finish any work you can finish 
it in advisory at the end of the day.” 
 As many can see, there are 
many people that do not agree with 
this new schedule change, maybe 
because they’re afraid of change 
or possibly because they just like 
the way things are now, unlike the 
other people who are willing to see 
where this change takes the school. 
Do you think this change will im-
prove or affect the way things are at 
FH?

 Diabetes is not the worst 
thing one could get, but it is also 
not the best. Type 1 and Type 2 
diabetes can be very life threaten-
ing. There are plenty of differences 
between Type 1 and Type 2 diabe-
tes. 
 Type 1 diabetes is when 
beta cells in the pancreas are being 
attacked by your body’s own cells 
and therefore your body cannot 
produce insulin to take sugar out 
of the blood stream. Insulin is not 
produced. Type 1 is possibly ge-
netic, but in most cases the patient 

Lives of Diabetics
By Savannah Witham
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would need to inherit risk factors 
from both parents. Bodily effects 
of Type 1 diabetes is destruction of 
the beta cells. Type 1 diabetes also 
develops more often in the winter 
than summer and is more common 
in places with cold climates. 
 Type 2 diabetes is diet re-
lated. Insulin release is so large and 
frequent that receptor cells have 
become less sensitive to the insulin. 
This insulin resistance results in 
less sugar being removed from the 
blood. Type 2 has a stronger link 
to family history and lineage than 
Type 1 diabetes. Bodily effects of 
Type 2 is aging, being inactive, and 
obesity.
 If one 
is wondering 
what insulin 
is, it is like a 
key that opens 
up the locks 
on one’s body’s 
cells so that 
your glucose 
(blood sugar) can get inside and 
be used for energy. If the glucose 
can not get into ones cells, it builds 
up in one’s bloodstream. If it is left 
untreated, high blood glucose can 
cause long-term complications.
 Diabetes has affected many 
people in many different ways, 
thankfully Cody Walker, a graduate 
from Ohio University, has not had 
any of these complications, but it 
has still been difficult. 
 “Diabetes has affected me 
in a number of ways. If there is one 
positive aspect of the disease, it’s 
that it’s made it hard for me to take 
things for granted. The side effects 
that have been the hardest to deal 
with have been the physiological 
ones that they don’t tell you about 
when you’re diagnosed. The highs 
and lows are very exhausting, but 

when the disease starts messing 
with your head it can be debilitat-
ing.”
 The most difficult aspect 
about having diabetes for junior 
Jordan Castle is not being treated 
the same as other people.
 “The hardest thing about 
having diabetes is people treating 
you different, people not under-
standing what it is like, and having 
to know the differences between 
Type 1 and Type 2 diabetes.”
 People are trying to find 
a cure for Type 1 and Type 2 dia-
betes. There just isn’t one that is 
quite right yet. They have had many 

trial and errors. Al-
though, if there ever 
is a cure sophomore 
David Williams 
would definitely 
take it. Anyone with 
diabetes would.
 “I would take 
it and would enjoy 
it.”

 There are many health tips 
for having diabetes. One needs 
to have a healthy diet, exercise as 
much as one can and more. Eighth 
grader, Isis Mayle has a health tip 
for all diabetics. 
 “Don’t eat sugary stuff, and 
stay healthy.”
 Some people have had a 
worse experience than others, but 
they are getting through it. 
Diabetics are strong, and can get 
through whatever is thrown at 
them. Diabetes is not the worst, but 
it is definitely not the best. 

 For anyone that is a Cleve-
land Cavaliers fan, you’ll love this 
article. A lot of people say that 
Lebron is the best but if you look 
closely at it, he’s really not. 
  AJ Cobb, Ivan Santiago 
and Ryan Skellett has things to say 
about Lebron that most people 
won’t agree with. Cobb said that 
“Lebron just hyped up everyone” 
and as of right now they’re really 
not a playoff team. Lebron really 
doesn’t see that he’s trying too hard 
to play and not playing as himself, 
but Skellett said that it’s good for 
Cavs but personally “it’s all hype”. 
 One question everyone talks 
about is whose “Big Three” is better, 
Cavs or Miami Heat. Cobb said 
that Heat is better 
because Kyrie isn’t 
playing as he always 
does.  Heat just 
did what they did 
best but Santiago 
thought differently and said that 
the Cavs are better because they’re 
younger and they can just get bet-
ter. 
 We all want to know if the 
Heat will do better or worse this 
year without Lebron. Skellett said 
that it’s in between because Lebron 
led that team but then D. Wade can 
pull through for them. Cobb said 
they’ll almost be better without him 
because everyone overlooked Chris 
Bosh and now everyone can see 
what Bosh can really do. Santiago 
said that they’ll make playoffs, but 
not the seat they want. 
 Give Lebron James a couple 
of years to start working with Kyrie 
and  Kevin Love a little more and 
they’ll be a good team, but now 
they’re all about who can score 
more than the other and not work-
ing on playing as a team.

LeBron James 
Coming Home
By Michael Johns
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 Playing in the dreaded heat 
to turn around and play while it is 
snowing on and off outside is just a 
part of an athlete’s life. It may rain 
until it floods, but they continue to 
play. 
 These athletes love their 
sports with a special type of pas-
sion, an obsession that they could 
not love like anything else.
 Peyton Gates and Ter-
rell Mayle,  who are both a part of 
Federal Hocking Middle School, 
agree football and basketball are 
great and both take a lot of physical 
work.
 “I love football but I’m a 
seventh grader and we play against 
bigger players, so you have to be 
stronger,” Mayle said.
 But football season has 
come to an end and Gates is not 
content with basketball. 

 “Not all the 
players come out 
for basketball 
and I think they 
should, Gates 

said. 
 On the other end of the 
school, Megan Thompson is a 
proud senior of the Lancers and 
does not want her seasons to end.
 “Don’t wish a season away, 
because when your senior night 
comes you’ll wish you didn’t.”
 Another Federal Hocking 
High School student, Bryce Gates, 
dedicates hours on end for the 
sports he plays, but just like every-
one else, his seasons have to end for 
the next to begin. 
 “I wish I could just play 
both football and basketball at the 
same time. But I like how in high 
school people really care about the 
sports they play,” Gates stated.
  These students truly care 
about the sports they play, which is 
admirable. It is always great to have 
something one really cares about, 
no matter what it is.

Leaving Fall for 
Winter
By Paige Watkins

 Ebola Haemorrhagic Fever, 
also known as Ebola, has recently 
made its way into the United States. 
But it also found 
its way to Cleve-
land, Ohio. Will 
it reach Federal 
Hocking? No one 
knows for sure, 
but the most 
people can do is try to prevent it 
from spreading.

 Ebola causes an acute, 
serious illness which often leads 
to death if untreated. Ebola first 
appeared in 1976 in two simul-
taneous outbreaks, one in Nzara, 
Sudan, and the other in Yambuku, 
Democratic Republic of Congo. The 
latter happened in a village near the 
Ebola River, from which the disease 
gets its namesake. The current out-
break has been said to be the largest 
and most complex one since the 
other two cases. This wicked virus 
is thought to have originated from 
the Pteropodidae family fruit bats. 
It then is transmitted to humans by 
coming into contact either with the 
living or dead body of the mammal. 
Ebola is spread by direct contact 
through broken skin or mucous 
membranes, with the blood or 
other bodily fluids.
 Thomas Duncan, the first 
person in the U.S. to be diagnosed 
with this virus died eight days after-
wards in Dallas, Texas. Then two of 
his nurses, Nina Pham and Amber 
Vinson recently fell ill and made a 
speedy recovery. Pham traveled to 
Cleveland, Ohio and back. Whether 
it is true or not, she was rumored 
to have a fever while on the plane. 
People have their own ways for 
coping with the thought of this 
virus.
 “When I really think about 
it, it’s scary. But I joke about it so it 
keeps my mind off of how scary it 
can be,” Crystal Moone, a freshman 
at Federal Hocking High School, 

said.
 Some stu-
dents appear 
nonchalant 
about the 
whole thing.
 “Every-

body is freaking out for no reason, 
because it hasn’t reached us yet. I 

Ebola Outbreak: 
Will it reach  
Federal Hocking?
By Mya Fuller
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mean, we’ll all die eventually,” Kei-
sha Keels, a sophomore at FHHS, 
said.
 Ebola has four stages, The 
first stage of the virus includes  
headaches, fever, fatigue, and 
muscle soreness. The second stage 
begins with high fever, vomiting 
blood, and passive behavior. The 
third stage brings bruising, brain 
damage, and bleeding from the 
nose, mouth, and eyes. The final 
stage ends with loss of conscious-
ness, seizures, massive internal 
bleeding and death. It is not air-
borne, so there’s no worry in that 
department because it is contracted 
through direct contact with some-
one who has contracted the disease. 
Furthermore it can only spread 
when the infected person starts 
showing symptoms.
 If one wishes to reduce the 
risk of catching this virus, they are 
to practice good hygiene, avoid 
handling items that may be infect-
ed, avoid going to funeral rituals 
that require handling the body of 
a person who has died from Ebola, 
and if one is returning from West 
Africa, monitor one’s health for 21 
days to make sure there is no infec-
tion.
 “I feel that people have 
become hysteric about the idea of 
Ebolas and we need to look at the 
facts to make informed decisions,” 
Mrs. Ripple, English and Journal-
ism teacher at FHHS, said.
 Whether or not it will find 
its way to the Federal Hocking 
School District, the community will 
just have to cherish the time they 
have.

 ISIS. The radical Islamic 
group in Syria and Iraq? Or is it the 
Goddess of ancient Egypt?  Recent-
ly the big topic has been the group 
in Syria and Iraq. 
 The group originated in 
1999 as a forerunner group for 
Al-Qaeda. In 2006, it joined other 
Sunni insurgent groups to form the 
Muja-
hideen 
Shura 
Coun-
cil. In 
2008, 
the 
group’s 
violent 
ac-
tions led to retaliation from Sunni 
Iraqis and other insurgent groups. 
In the summer of 2013, the group 
changed its name to ISIS. ISIS 
means Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria. They have a motto and when 
translated means “Remaining and 
Expanding”. 
 The group has been expand-
ing their way through the middle 
east, claiming eastern parts of 
Syria and western parts of Iraq. The 
group continues to fund themselves 
by exporting oil, also funding by 
stealing what they need and steal-
ing from city stores and jewelry 
stores. 
 Luke Fredricks, a senior at 
Federal Hocking High School, has 
his thoughts about ISIS and what 
the U.S should do. 
 “We should go and kick 
butt. We need to go into Iraq and 
Syria and fix the area again like we 
just did a few years ago.”   
 Devon Robinson, a junior 
at FH, has two opinions about what 
he believes the U.S should do. 
 “If we as a nation are go-
ing to do it, we need to do it right. 

By right I mean we need to find a 
permanent solution for terrorist 
groups to put a stop to them once 
and for all. In other words, the U.S 
should stay out of it before we have 
too much to handle and we get 
blamed for being bad guys.”  
  Mr. Kasler, a government 
teacher at FH, thinks that the group 

is full of ter-
rible people. 
 “Wipe them 
out, they are 
the worst of 
the worst 
and are not 
tolerant of us 
and what we 
stand for.”  

 Kasler referred to ISIS as 
“the worst of the worst”. The group 
has been known to take what they 
want and that includes other people 
too. They have taken thousands of 
women from both Iraq and Syria 
and have used them as slaves for 
human trafficking. ISIS was also 
responsible for the execution of 
American journalists and British 
aid workers in the past year. 
 People at Federal Hock-
ing have a strong opinion about 
ISIS. Should the United States and 
other allied countries have the same 
thoughts of ISIS?

Dark Cape Over Iraq 
and Syria
By Zach Cunningham

 In late October, six of Eng-
lish teacher Mrs. Hawk’s students 
took a trip down to Cincinnati for 
the National Network for Educa-
tional Renewal conference. At the 
conference, the students Tyler Wil-
son, Herron Linscott, Donnie Mc-
Cain, Nathaniel Reed, Greg Wilson, 
and Mason Dishong discussed the 

Presentations and Rap 
Battles
By Michelle Tritipo
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perks of having CARE students in 
class. All these students have taken 
an elective class that Hawk and Mr. 
Elasky, an Ohio University CARE 
Professor, oversee. The CARE col-
lege students rotate to take turns 
teaching the middle school class.
          “I love having CARE teachers. 
They help out so much,” Hawk said. 
“Some of the benefits of having 
CARE teachers in the classroom 
are the student to teacher ratio. It’s 
much easier to help individual stu-
dents with their work. A lot of the 
CARE teachers have creative input 
and lots of positive energy to bring 
to the room. Many of the teachers 
love to help out and do whatever 
they can.”
          “The CARE teachers are really 
helpful,” Dishong said.
          Every three weeks the CARE 
teachers are replaced with a new 
group of CARE teachers.
          “The change is exciting,” Tyler 
Wilson, seventh grade participant, 
said. “But it’s sad to see them go.”
          The students discussed and 
presented why the CARE students 
are helpful. The group presented 
about controversial issues in a dem-
ocratic society.  One of the central 
issues they studied was hydraulic 
fracturing and they researched and 
interviewed local people to better 
understand both sides of the issue. 
 The group is all about form-
ing opinions on issues through 
research. The conference was about 
45 minutes long. The conference 
went well and ended with a stand-
ing ovation and an invite back. The 
students will be attending another 
conference in Washington DC in 
early March.  
          “Overall I think it went really 
well,” Linscott said. “It was a lot of 
fun, too.”
          On the ride back, the students 

had a singing contest, but student, 
Tyler Wilson, preferred to call it a 
“rap battle”.
          “I definitely won,” Wilson 
said. But students Linscott and Mc-
Cain disagree.
          “It was definitely Herron,” 
McCain said.

  Running for your life, a 
prize of beer, and suicidal skydiv-
ing sounds really fun for at least a 
few people. There are a lot of weird 
sports out there and some are much 
crazier than others. 
       Banzai Skydiving is one of these 
sports. It involves doing something 
that makes most people run the 
other way. The key to 
the sport, catch your 
parachute before you 
hit the ground. In this 
extreme sport, divers 
are taken to a height 
of at least 10,000 feet. Once there, 
they throw their parachute out the 
door, wait two seconds, and jump 
out after it. They have to catch their 
parachute, put it on, and glide to 
the designated landing spot without 
dying. Their only reassurance is a 
special harness that attaches to a 
cord extending from the parachute. 
So they have a slightly less chance 
of dying if one can reel it in fast 
enough. 
       “That’s ballsy. That’s intense. Of 
course it’s dangerous if you don’t 
catch your parachute”, said Noah 
McCune, a senior at Federal Hock-
ing High School. When asked if he 
would be willing to do the sport, 
McCune said he wouldn’t.
      The Guinness Book of World 

records classifies this sport in the 
“Most Dangerous” category. The 
world record was set by Yashuro 
Kubo, who waited a full 50 seconds 
before jumping. Surprisingly, no 
deaths have occurred with this 
sport. 
      This next sport involves a 
slightly odd prize for winning. It’s 
not a t-shirt or a trophy; it’s your 
wife’s weight in beer. Wife Car-
rying is a sport that first started 
in Finland and has since spread 
around the world. In this sport, 
male competitors race through an 
obstacle course with a female team-
mate on their back. There are many 
ways to carry the female teammate 
such as piggyback, fireman (over 
the shoulder), or estonian style, 
where a woman’s legs are over the 
man’s shoulders and she holds onto 

his waist. The race is 
done on a track that 
is 253.5 meters long. 
The course has one 
water obstacle and 
two dry obstacles. The 
team that does the 

course in the fastest time wins and 
gets the beer, but there’s a catch. 
The female competitor must weigh 
at least 49 kilos (108 pounds) and 
must be at least 17 years of age. 
Despite the name of the sport, the 
female doesn’t have to be the man’s 
wife. All in all, it’s just a short fun 
race for a lot of beer.
       “That’s freaking awesome”, said 
Dimitrius Gennaccaro, a junior at 
Federal Hocking. “That is the best! 
I’d want a really heavy wife. I’d train 
for it and get really jacked. This is 
basically the equivalent of NAS-
CAR in Finland”. When asked if 
he’d do the sport, Gennaccaro said 
he definitely would.
      The last sport is one that’s pretty 
well known, at least to people in 

I Wanna Play 
Too!
By Devon Robinson
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Spain. The Running of the Bulls is a 
popular tradition that attracts hun-
dreds of people every year. It takes 
place at the San Fermin Festival in 
Pampola Spain. The festival runs 
from July 6th to the 14th, and start-
ing on the 7th, the race is run every 
morning at 8 a.m. The race begins 
when a group of bulls are released 
to run the city streets after people 
who show up to run in front of the 
bulls. The whole object of the sport 
is to not get trampled and to get 
to the bullring at the end. The race 
lasts an average of four minutes and 
is run along 903 yards of city streets 
that are barricaded from the rest to 
prevent the bulls’ escape. There are 
holes in the barricade big enough 
for people to squeeze through if 
they’re in danger of being overrun. 
     Statistically, this sport is more 
dangerous than Banzai Skydiving. 
Every year 200-300 people get hurt, 
and since 1910, 15 people have 
been killed. Out of those 15, 13 
were gored, one suffocated, and one 
was hit by a horn. The entrance to 
the bullring is the most dangerous 
spot of the race because it is very 
narrow, and it’s easy to get pile-ups 
of people and bulls. There are 16 
medical posts all along the race. 
The men and women working those 
posts are prepared and can get a 
gored racer stabilized and to the 
hospital in ten minutes. It’s by far a 
very dangerous sport and must be 
done fast or one may end up liter-
ally running for your life. 
     “I’d do it”, said Josiah Nutter, a 
senior at Federal Hocking. “It’s tra-
dition. Honestly, everybody should 
do it once, just for the experience. It 
can’t be any worse than a rodeo”. 
     Despite being told the large 
number of injuries suffered in this 
sport, Nutter doesn’t seem worried 
about doing it. He’d rather do it 

than Banzai Skydiving.
      There are a lot of odd and ex-
treme sports out there, many that 
were not mentioned. Some are for 
fun, others are for the adrenaline, 
and some are for beer. Just goes to 
show, you never know what people 
will do for fun.

 From concerts to rodeos, 
to guest speakers there are many 
things one can do in Louisville, 
Kentucky at the National FFA 
Convention. On October 29, six 
students packed to head out to 
Kentucky. The six students of the 
Federal Hock-
ing FFA chapter 
that participated 
were Jacob Buck, 
Noah Cox, Will 
Quinn, Austin 
Pullins, Gabriel 
Fuller, and Josiah 
Nutter. 
 This year 
was the 87th 
National FFA Convention and 
Expo. For entertainment, there 
were concerts, rodeos, hypnotists,a 
FFA dance, a band, a chorus, and 
a talent show. The Expo contained 
a career fair, exhibitors, an expo 
career pathways,a hall of states, a 
photo gallery, and a trip to shop-
ping mall. 
 At the National FFA Con-
vention, the Federal Hocking FFA 
chapter members got to go to the 
job, college, and ag industry expo, 
the National FFA science fair, and 
the convention sessions. They got 
the chance to meet new people 
from all over the country. There 
were some local schools present, 

like Athens and Alexander, along 
with schools as far away as the Vir-
gin Islands. 
 The students attended five 
different sessions. The first session 
featured a speaker named Nick 

Vujicic, who was 
a motivational 
speaker that was 
born without 
arms or legs. His 
intentions were 
to get kids to stop 
bullying and to 
get everyone to 
know that they 

are all the same on the inside.
 “ I liked it because it was 
interesting how he overcame his 
problems,” junior Noah Cox said.
 Cox was not the only stu-

dent who was af-
fected by Vujicic’s 
speech.
 “My favor-
ite thing about 
National Con-
vention was the 
speaker Nick Vu-
jici because it was 
inspiring how he 

managed to live with no arms and 
no legs,” freshman Austin Pullins 
said. 
 The 
second session 
featured the 
mayor of Louis-
ville, Kentucky. 
The presentation 
of state flags, 
board of direc-
tors recognition, 
state association 
membership 
awards,outstanding middle school, 
model of Innovation Awards, 
Model of Excellence, and Na-
tional Chapter Three Star Chapter 

Music, Speakers, and 
Meeting New Friends 
By Chelsea Washburn
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Awards.
 “My favorite part of the 
convention was the science fair 
because we got to talk to the people 
that may shape the future,” senior 
Josiah Nutter said.
 The third session featured 
Donnie Smith. Donnie Smith is the 
President and CEO of Tyson Foods 
Incorporation. His intention for 
Tyson Foods is to focus on feeding 
the world with great and affordable 
food, while also making a positive 
difference on people’s lives. 
 The fourth session featured 
Jeff Simmons. Jeff Simmons has 
been the President of Elanco since 
2008. Elanco is the animal health 
division of Eli and Lilly and Com-
pany. He has held a number of 
sales, marketing, and management 
positions that have helped the need 
for global food security.
 The fifth session was recog-
nizing officer advisors, schools, Na-
tional Officer candidate, nominat-
ing committee, agriscience teacher, 
and agriscience fair. Mrs. Pfeiffer 
was recognized on stage as well as 
FHHS.
 “My favorite thing about 
convention was the hypnotist,” 
junior Jacob Buck said. 
 The students got to go to 
the hypnotist show. The hypnotist 
show’s purpose was to impress 
upon other fellow members and ad-
visors that leadership is important. 
At the hypnotist show, they showed 
leadership is important by having 
one person start dancing and the 
rest follow.
 “My favorite thing about the 
National FFA Convention was the 
hypnotist show that we got to see. It 
was my favorite part because it was 
really interesting the way he did it 
and also really funny. I also liked 
the speakers they had in sessions. 

There was one speaker that was 
named Nick Vujicic and he told us 
the problem of world hunger in a 
motivational and really funny way. 
Overall I really appreciated going to 
convention and had a great time,” 
freshman Gabe Fuller said. 
 “We walked around, talked, 
ate a lot, and got to go to a candy 
factory, which was my favorite 
part,” senior Will Quinn said.
 All in all, the students got 
to do a lot of fun activities and are 
looking forward to the upcoming 
years.   

 Everyone has heard of the 
yearly event, No Shave November. 
Some have probably even partici-
pated in it. 
 “I think it’s a great fun way 
to raise awareness for something 
important. It’s also a great way to 
bring people together because when 
you see people on the street with 
a moustache or beard, you know,” 
OU intern Mr. Scott Allen said. 
 No Shave November is 
sometimes referred to as Noshem-
ber, not to be confused with Mo-
vember though . 
 Movember started in 2004 

with a group of Australian men 
who didn’t shave their mustaches 
for the whole month of November 
to raise awareness for depression 
and men’s health issues, such as 
prostate cancer. Later, the idea was 
adapted to include women with 
their legs and their armpits in 2009.
 Mitchell Clem, an eighth 
grader, is participating in No Shave 
November for the first time. 
 “It’s cool because beards are 
awesome.” 
 Participants of No Shave 
November are encouraged to 
donate what money they would 
spend on hair grooming products 
to the American Cancer Society. An 
estimated 1,665,540 people will be 
diagnosed with cancer in 2014 and 
585,720 will die of cancer.
 “It’s for a great cause,” Allen 
said. 
 During the colder months, 
one may see many beards appear. 
However, do not mistake someone 
with recently grown facial hair as 
a Movember participant. Science 
teacher Mr. Macartney thought it 
was just a practical and convenient 
idea.
 “I just grew it for November 
and for fun.”

No Shave 
November 
By Maddie Kamody 

 YouTube, everyone knows 
what YouTube is and what it does, 
but do they know how and where 
it came from and who made it? Do 
they really know all the awesome 
stuff YouTube can do?
 YouTube is a video shar-
ing website headquartered in San 
Bruno, California. YouTube was 

Is There More To You-
Tube Than What Meets 
The Eye?
By Crystal Moone
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created by three former PayPal 
employees in February 2005. You-
Tube allows people to upload, view, 
and share videos. YouTube is made 
up of video clips, TV clips, music 
videos, and other content such as 
video blogging, short original vid-
eos, and educational videos.
 Most of the content on 
YouTube has been uploaded by 
individuals, but big media corpora-
tions including CBS, BBC, Vevo, 
Hulu, and other organizations have 
some of their material on YouTube, 
as part of the YouTube partnership 
program. 
 Unregistered users can 
only watch 
videos, but 
registered 
users can 
upload vid-
eos to their 
channels. 
Videos 
considered 
offensive 
content are available only to reg-
istered users affirming themselves 
to be at least 18 years old. YouTube 
was bought by Google for $1.65 
billion in November 2006 and now 
operates as a Google subsidiary.
 Since it was first founded 
in 2005, YouTube has become one 
of the largest sites on the web and 
the way to share video content 
with a massive audience. With so 
much content and so many differ-
ent people uploading music and 
videos, those who’ve been able to 
become successful on this have 
become celebrities of sorts. With 
all the waves of content, there are 
some on YouTube who have been 
able to gain a following of their 
own and really stick out from other 
“YouTubers” with their channels. 
Although there are a ton of people 

doing much of the same thing, the 
ones who succeed online are the 
ones that can entertain with what’s 
familiar, while bringing their own 
twist.This list focuses mainly on 
these “YouTubers”. That means no 
celebrity VEVOs. This list focuses 
on the individuals who’ve separated 
themselves from the pack and left 
their own mark on the YouTube 
community.
 These are the top 10 most 
subscribed YouTubers online:
10: Porta dos Fundos – 8,571,991 
Subscribers
9: TheFineBros – 9,000,857 Sub-
scribers

8: Sky-
DoesM-
inecraft – 
10,067,572 
Subscribers
7:  Epic Rap 
Battles of 
History – 
10,267,353 
Subscribers

6: RayWilliamJohnson – 10,624,968 
Subscribers
5: Nigahiga – 12,484,756 Subscrib-
ers
4: JennaMarbles – 13,440,159 Sub-
scribers
3:Smosh – 18,131,434 Subscribers
2:HolaSoyGerman – 18,289,447 
Subscribers
1:PewDiePie – 28,349,380 Subscrib-
ers
 Felix Arvid Ulf Kjellberg, 
better known by his online stage 
name PewDiePie (pew-dee-py), is a 
Swedish video game commentator 
on YouTube. PewDiePie specializes 
in playing horror and action video 
games, and telling the viewers what 
he thinks of the game. Since Aug. 
15, 2013, PewDiePie’s channel has 
been the most subscribed chan-
nel on YouTube, being surpassed 

briefly during the closing months of 
2013 by YouTube’s Spotlight chan-
nel. Holding the position since Dec. 
2013, the channel has reached over 
32 million subscribers to date. Ad-
ditionally, his channel is one of the 
fastest growing YouTube channels. 
PewDiePie Earns $4 Million Per 
Year.
 But YouTube had to start 
somewhere right? Well these are 
the very first two videos ever posted 
on YouTube.
1: Me at the zoo - Uploaded on 
April 23, 2005 - 12,271,073 Views
This was the very first video up-
loaded to YouTube at 8:27pm on 
Saturday, April 23rd, 2005, by 
Jawed Karim, co-founder of the 
fledgling site. The video was shot 
by Yakov Lapitsky at the San Diego 
Zoo.
2: My Snowboarding Skillz - Up-
loaded on Apr 23, 2005 - 133,572 
Views
There’s no description on this one 
but the title is pretty self explana-
tory, and ironic.
 Anyone can have a YouTube 
account or channel if they meet 
the following requirements. In the 
United States, one must be 13 years 
or older to have a google account.  
Google Accounts is a unified sign-
in system that gives someone access 
to products like Google+, Gmail, 
YouTube, and more.
 There are actually some 
people at Federal Hocking High 
School that have YouTube chan-
nels and actually make videos and 
have become successful at making 
money.
 Joey Card, a freshmen at 
FHHS, has had a YouTube channel 
for two months. He currently has 
nine subscribers and has uploaded 
10 videos. The types of videos that 
he posts are gaming videos.
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would change on YouTube is faster 
uploading.”
 His most popular video is a 
tutorial video of how to change the 
color of your name in Pixel Gun 
3D. It has over 200 views!
 “The reason I make You-
Tube videos is to have people enjoy 
the content I post and it’s satisfying 
to know that others want to watch.”
 “I think I am successful with 
YouTube, even though I don’t have 
millions of subscribers, I still have 
some and even though I’ve never 
made any money.”
 Card’s YouTube channels 
name is seathxinhua.
 He is not the only Lancer 
to have an account and/or make 
and upload videos. Crystal Moone 
(crystalmoone1), Bradley Zimmer-
man (Bradley Zimmerman), Cade 
Buckley (Cade Buckley) and many 
others have also contributed to the 
YouTube cyber world.

 Every senior goes through 
a phase where they really do 
not want to graduate from high 
school, then again every senior 
also goes through an even longer 
phase where they can not wait to 
graduate. Well, the Federal Hock-
ing graduates honestly miss high 
school. They do not miss the lack of 
freedom, but they miss being on a 
team, and being more important to 
a school. Federal Hocking is a small 
school and graduates find them-
selves making differences in the 
environment. 
 Kate Blyth, a graduate from 
Federal Hocking High School who 
loved high school offered advice. 

“Don’t discredit the things you 
learn in high school. It’ll be relevant 
in the future and inside and out of 
classes.”
 One would think they 
would lose all their friends after 
high school but that is not true. 
They may not see each other every 
day like they used to, but they still 
see each other. It may be at lunch 
or in classes, but if one truly misses 
someone, they will make time to 
see them. 
 Ashton Cale, a former Fed-
eral Hocking Lancer who was a part 
of almost every sport possible at 
FH, stated “I miss being on a team, 
being a team captain, knowing that 
I am an important member of the 
team and just playing the game.” 
 Like Ashton, Delbert Crum, 
Whitney Gillian, Kate Blyth and 
Max Carney all agreed high school 
goes by fast and students should 
make the best of it while they still 
have time.
 “Federal Hocking shaped 
me into the person I am today, the 
teachers, faculty and students I 
knew will be with me for the rest of 
my life,” Carney said.
 Going to college after at-
tending a small school has its ups 
and downs. It may be hard to adapt 
to the huge school, but one might 
have better people skills consider-
ing they got to know everyone so 
well. Delbert Crum misses Federal 
Hocking though.
 “I would go back to high 
school in a heartbeat, because I 
don’t see my friends as much. You 
should love it while you can be-
cause it goes by so fast,” Crum said.
 Whitney Gillian appears to 
be upset, yet happy she got the op-
portunity to do everything she did. 
 “The hardest part about 
leaving high school is knowing that 
it’s really over, and it’s something 

you never get back. You should 
also enjoy school and play as many 
sports as possible.” 
 High school seems to go 
by fast, even though it is four years 
long. High schoolers always find 
something they miss about high 
school. It may be different for 
everyone, yet there will always be 
something they will miss. Try to 
leave with no regrets, do as much  
while you still can. You never know 
what will happen.

Life After High 
School!
By Paige Watkins

 In early October, several ju-
niors and one senior were anxiously 
awaiting affirmation of their official 
induction to the prestigious Na-
tional Honor Society. As they were 
riding or driving to school, many 
had butterflies in their stomachs. 
Their parents had cleared their 
schedules for the day to witness the 
honor of their child being inducted. 
In fact, parents were supposed to 
keep this news a secret, all in the 
name of the element of surprise.  
 According to http://www.
nhs.us/about-us.aspx, “NHS is 
the nation’s premier organization 
established to recognize outstand-
ing high school students. More 
than just an honor roll, NHS serves 
to honor those students who have 
demonstrated excellence in the 
areas of scholarship, leadership, ser-
vice, and character. These charac-
teristics have been associated with 
membership in the organization 
since its beginning in 1921. NHS 
chapters are found in all 50 states, 
the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, many U.S. territories, and 

NHS Members Receive 
Great Surprise and 
Light Their Candles
By Heather Abrams
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Canada. Chapter membership not 
only recognizes students for their 
accomplishments, but challenges 
them to develop further through 
active involvement in school activi-
ties and community service. Four 
main purposes have guided chap-
ters of NHS from the beginning: to 
create enthusiasm for scholarship; 
to stimulate a desire to render ser-
vice; to promote leadership; and to 
develop character in the students of 
secondary schools. These purposes 
also translate into the criteria used 
for membership selection in each 
local chapter.”
 To get into the NHS one 
has to have 
a 3.5 GPA. 
Students 
fill out an 
application 
with their 
citizenship, 
leadership, 
accomplishments, etc. and turn the 
application to their NHS advisor\
leader. Then, a committee of  teach-
ers look over it and decide who gets 
inducted based on their character 
and community involvement.
 The previous members 
of the Federal Hocking NHS 
that were inducted in 2013 were 
Johnny Bobo, Evan Bradford, Luke 
Fredricks, Tess Kamody, Mallory 
McIntyre, Bryan Schwarzel, Jenna 
Thompson, Brian Wolfe, and Alison 
Zimmerman. The new members 
of the Federal Hocking NHS that 
were inducted this year (2014) were 
Sonya Ferrier, Anna Gill, Matison 
Haggy, Matt Hammer, Sienna Hill,  
Jenna Kasler, Sydney Mayle, Devon 
Maxey, Devon Robinson, Andrea 
Russell, Lisa Snyder,  Chelsea 
Washburn and Katlyn Young.
 NHS meetings are usually 
held a couple times each semester. 

The advisor/leader of NHS is FH 
Guidance Counselor Mrs. Amy Bu-
chman. She emphasized the impor-
tance of these leaders giving back to 
their community.
 “Every year NHS members 
select their own service projects. In 
the past, we have volunteered at an 
Athens soup kitchen”. 
 Another year NHS held 
a clothing drive to help collect 
clothes for the less fortunate fami-
lies in our area. 
  Mallory McIntyre 
was one of the students inducted 
last year.
 “I felt very excited and hap-

py when 
I got 
inducted.”
 
Buchman 
explained 
how join-
ing NHS 

benefits the members with college 
prospects, scholarships and com-
munity service opportunities.
 Another student who was 
inducted this year was Lisa Snyder.
 “I felt accomplished because 
it’s kind of a big deal to be inducted. 
I wasn’t surprised because my mom 
told me, which I was fine with. I 
wanted to know.” 
 Chelsea Washburn ex-
pressed how there is more than just 
academics to consider.
 “I felt honored and was 
really surprised. It’s a great achieve-
ment for me to maintain over a 3.5 
GPA and play all the sports I do, 
plus do all the activities that I do 
like 4-H, FFA, and showing steers 
all year long.”
 Anna Gill felt extremely 
honored when she was inducted.
 “The emotions I felt at that 
moment were acceptance, bliss, joy, 

pride, and just about every good 
emotion possible.”

 In 1990, consumers were 
awed when the very first “cell 
phone” was released. This was 

known as a 
“bag phone”, 
because it 
was quite 
large and 
literally had a 

big black bag that went with it. Not 
many people had them at first. Ob-
viously, technology has advanced 
by leaps and bounds since the origi-
nal cell phone was launched. 
 The newest phone to the 
market, the iPhone 6, was released 
September 17, 2014, and the iPhone 
6 plus was released September 19th. 
The iPhone 6 has a 4.7 inch screen 
and the iPhone 6 plus is the largest 
with a 5.5 inch screen and is so far 
the thinnest. According to the apple 
store website, the iPhone 6 is bet-
ter because it has a new retina HD 
display and a multi-touch display. 
It has wider viewing angles. The 
iPhone 6 has a 1334 x 750 revolu-
tion and the iPhone 6 plus has a 
1920x1080 revolution.
 The camera has changed 
since the iPhone 5 was released. 
The iPhone 6 has a new feature 
which includes isight. The iSight 
camera has a new sensor with focus 
pixels and new video features, like 
1080 pixel and HP at 60 fps. Anoth-
er new feature to the iPhone 6 has a 
slo-mo at 240 fps,and a time lapse 
video mode option. 

From the Oldest 
to the Newest           
Carlee Cottrell
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 The middle school dance 
took place on Halloween, with 
lots of excitement from 7th grad-
ers because of this being their first 
dance. On the other hand, some 8th 
graders were not so excited. 
 The teachers set up several 
different games for them during the 
dance and after, such as a dance off, 
limbo, and pinatas after the dance.
 “I won the dance off, so that 
was my favorite,” Ashlynn Jarvis 
said. This was her first dance so she 
was super excited. 
 There was a refreshment 
room filled with drinks and home-
made pumpkin bars, chip, cookies 
and cupcakes.
 I was in the refreshment 
room most of the time for the 
food,” Matthew Rose said.
 Lots of middle schoolers 
agreed that the dance should have 
been after school, but were also 
happy to be out of class and hang 
out with their friends. Accord-
ing to Jarvis, the music was good.  
A couple songs that were played 
were “Black Widow” by Iggy Izaela 
and “Gangnam Style” by PSI. The 
dance’s DJ was math teacher Ms. 
Russell, and almost everyone was 
dancing.
 “Pretty sick limboers, they 
got low!” Jarvis said after the limbo 
contest. 
 It’s pretty obvious the 
7th graders had a great time and 
enjoyed the dancing and food, but 
how did the 8th graders feel about 
it?
 “It was fun to hang out with 
my friends for a couple hours, but I 
didn’t really dance all that much. I 

mostly sat at the table and 
socialized,” Taylor Clemons 
said.
 It seems like the 

8th graders just enjoyed being out 
of class and being around their 
friends, while the 7th seemed to 
enjoy it so much more.

Middle Schoolers Get 
Their Spook On
By Jadyn Lawson

 With the iPhone 6, one can 
now pay in stores and add apps 
with a single touch or fingerprint 
password. The iPhone 6 came out 
with the new ios 8 with the new 
capabilities and functions that 
let people do things only you can 
imagine before, including health 
and fitness built-in apps. A new ios 
8 feature allows one to speak text 
and send it as a conversation so you 
can now connect with your friends 
and family with just a touch of a 
button.  
 One may get a new phone 
because its their first or get one as 
a gift, but English teacher Ms. Ann 
Cell has recently upgraded to a new 
iPhone 6.
 “Our contract was up and 
Verizon had a trade in offer, which 
the money for an iPhone got trans-
ferred to a gift card and allowed me 
to get a Iphone 6”. 
 An iPhone 6 can cost any-
where from $199+ with a two-year 
contract and $649 with no contract. 
 Cell also said that she would 
recommend the iPhone 6, if it were 
more affordable. Some complain 
the iPhone 6 is too big. Cell likes 
the size because it’s easier to see. 
 A new phone can be a lot 
different from an old phone be-
cause it has a better camera, newer 
features, a bigger size, or even a 
total change.
 Cell said it’s different from 
her old phone because it has a 
much better camera and it has Siri. 
It is also much faster. 
 On March 10, 1876, the first 
phone was invented by Alexander 
Graham Bell . A lot has changed 
since then from a phone where it 
only had nothing but big numbers 
to dial to a smartphone where you 
can capture pictures and record HD 
quality videos and surfing the web.
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By Mallory McIntyre
 Everyone knows about the 
legendary Federal Hocking High 
School senior project. What if there 
was a change to them? What is this 
change? This change is when stu-
dents start their projects.
 “It’s a good decision because 
it takes pressure off seniors,” Princi-
pal Cliff Bonner said.
 He added that the decision 
to shift the projects was made by 
the staff at the end of last year. It 
took a lot of discussion to reach this 
decision, but it was finally decided.
 Juniors at FH are already 
starting on their projects. The plan 
is to have students start on their 
proposals the beginning of their 
junior year and have them finished 
by December. By January of their 
junior year, they will start on their 
projects, and by December of their 
senior year, students will have their 
projects evaluated and be ready for 
the project showcase. The showcase 
will take place in January of their 
senior year.
 Division three advisors are 
loving the idea of juniors starting 
their projects. 
 “This is a better option 
because it allows students to have 
more time. The deadline is further 
away from graduation, so it allows 
more time to get caught up if they 
need to,” Ms. Cell said.
 “I think it’s the best thing 
that happened. I think it’s a good 
thing because it gives students more 
time to think about what they want 
to do,” Mr. Warmke said.
 Once a grading period, se-
niors are required to do a show and 
tell for their projects. During the 
show and tell, students present their 
progress to their advisory. Based on 

the amount of progress, the advisor 
will either pass or fail the student 
for the grading period. If students 
fail, they are placed in academic 
assistance during first half of lunch. 
During academic assistance, stu-
dents are required to work on their 
project. After winter break, juniors 
will start participating in the show 
and tells. The show and tells may 
last longer, but most seniors will 
have their projects completed.
 There are many changes 
being made to the projects, but the 
biggest one has to be the name. 
Senior projects will now be called 
the Capstone Learning Experience 
or CLE. The CLE serves the same 
purpose as the senior projects. Each 
student will learn a new skill or 
gain new knowledge.
 Advisors are not the only 
people who are fans of starting the 
projects early. Juniors also agree 
that senior year will be less stress-
ful.
 “I kind of like the idea. I 
think it’ll make senior year a lot less 
stressful with everything else we 
have to do,” Lisa Snyder, a junior, 
said.
 Junior Jordan Castle has 
mixed feelings about the shift.
 “You have more time for the 
project, but you have less time to 
think of an idea.”
 Bonner is not sure how this 
will work out. Even if this is not 
a permanent change at FH, both 
students and staff love the idea for 
now.

Postons Carry-Out
Stewart, Ohio
Fill your gas tank and 
grab a burger!

1.) You’re born with a deep 
hate for Michigan.
2.) You’re unfazed by bipo-
lar weather, having expe-
rienced all four seasons on 
the same day.
3.) You can either see a 
cornfield,  are within walk-
ing distance of a cornfield, 
or have a cornfield in your 
backyard.
4.)You find -20 degrees 
Farenheit a little chilly.
5.) You know Buffalo Wild 
Wings is referred to as “B-
Dubs”, anything else is just 
wrong.
6.) You know driving is 
better in the winter be-
cause the potholes are 
filled with snow.
7.) You are morally obli-
gated to respond to “OH” 
with “IO”.

How You 
Know You’re 
From Ohio...
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 “Unearthly” is the first 
book in the “Unearthly” series by 
Cynthia Hand. This book will keep 
you up all night trying to figure out 
what happens next.
 Clara Gardner is an 
angel. A quarter angel to 
be exact, and ever since she 
found out about it she has 
been waiting for her pur-
pose. When she finally gets 
her purpose, it goes a little 
like this. She’s in a burning 
forest. She walks to a mys-
terious boy standing in the middle 
of all the chaos. She calls out his 
name, and he turns around. But just 
before she sees his face, the vision 
stops. Her mother then decides 
that it’s time to move to Jackson, 
Wyoming, so Clara can fulfill her 
purpose.
 Christian Prescott. That is 
the boy in Clara’s vision, the boy 
she is supposed to save. She figures 
this out because she passes out as 
soon as she sees him, which does 
not leave a very good impression 
for her first day of school. She then 
goes through the school year trying 
to figure out the pieces of her vision 
while trying to avoid the annoying 
comments of Tucker Avery, who 
seems to have a problem with Cali-
fornia yuppies.
 When the summer hits 
Christian is going away and her 
other friends are leaving, so Clara’s 
friend, Wendy, has Tucker show 
Clara around Jackson. At first Clara 
is upset at this, but then she slowly 
falls in love with Tucker as he falls 
in love with her. When they both 

kiss for the first time, Clara brings 
on the glory, which is when Clara’s 
whole body starts glowing in some 
heavenly light. Tucker is horrified 
and leaves her alone. 
 Clara proves to Tucker that 
they should be together, and they 
spend the rest of the summer with 
each other, at least until fire season 
starts. On the day of her vision, 

Clara is flying over the for-
est when a sudden wave of 
sadness hits her, and she 
goes hurtling toward the 
ground. It turns out that 
the sadness that hit her was 
that of a Black Wing, or a 
fallen angel named Sam-
jeeza. Samjeeza tries to take 
Clara, but her mom come 

to the rescue. Trying to gain more 
power, Samjeeza take them to the 
underworld, but Clara uses her 
glory to take them back. When they 
are back on earth Samjeeza starts a 
fire as a distraction to get away, so 
Clara goes to fulfill her purpose. 
 Once you start this book, 
you won’t be able to put it down. 
Cynthia Hand’s style of writing is 
amazing. I was never bored because 
there was always something excit-
ing happening in the book, along 
with the rest of the series. If you are 
looking to read the series, you can 
find them in Mrs. Ripple’s room 
on her bookshelf or at your local 
library. I promise that once you 
pick it up, you won’t be able to put 
it down.

Angels Among Us
By Mya Fuller

 Nobody would expect an 
ex-collegiate football player to 
sound like a mix of Jason Aldean 
and Justin Timberlake. Nobody 

would also expect a guy that was 
born and raised on country mu-
sic to be so heavily influenced by 
hip-hop and R&B music, while still 
considering himself to be a country 
artist. But Sam Hunt’s debut album, 
“Montevallo” is full of surprises. 
 The album, named after a 
small town in Alabama, opens with 
“Take Your Time,” a song about a 
guy wanting to be with a girl but 
knowing she isn’t ready for a rela-
tionship. This is one of my personal 
favorites on the album. Hunt speaks 
some of the lyrics instead of singing 
them, such as the opening lines
 “I don’t know if you were 
looking at me or not, you probably 
smile like that all the time,” This is a 
fun way to make a song unique. He 
also speaks lyrics on several other 
of the songs. 
 Hunt co-wrote every song 
on the album, and isn’t a stranger 
to writing for country music artists. 
He has written for Kenny Chesney 
(“Come Over”), Keith Urban (“Cop 
Car,” which also appears on “Mon-
tevallo”, but sung by Hunt), and 
Billy Currington (“We Are To-
night”). 
 While the album is listed in 
the country music charts on iTunes, 
it isn’t a typical country album. 
Hunt has listened to too much rap, 
R&B, and urban pop music in the 
locker room to be a strict country 
artist. Although, Hunt defended his 
place in country music.
 “I think country songs are 
truthful songs about life written by 
country people,”
 Truthful is definitely a word 
to describe “Montevallo”. While 
there are many upbeat songs, such 
as the lead single “Leave The Night 
On,” and “House Party,” there are 
also some more thoughtful and 
soulful songs, like “Break Up In 

Montevallo: Moun-
tains and Valleys 
By Lisa Snyder 
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1) When there’s only one other 
person in the elevator, tap them on 
the shoulder and then pretend that 
it wasn’t you.
2) Drop a pen and wait until some-
one goes to pick it up, and then 
scream “NOOO THAT’S MINE!”
3) Bring a camera and take pictures 
of everyone on the elevator.
4) When the doors close, announce 
to the others, “It’s ok! Don’t panic, 
they will open again!”
5) Call out, “Group Hug!” and then 
enforce it.
6) Stand silently and motionless in 
the corner, facing the wall, without 
getting off.
7) Stare at another passenger for 

awhile and then yell in horror, 
“You’re one of THEM!” and then 
back away slowly.
8) Start, grinning at another pas-
senger and then announce, “I’ve got 
new socks on!”
9) Draw a square in the corner with 
a piece of chalk and then say to 
other people, “This is MY personal 
space, don’t invade or I’ll bite you!”
10) Offer name tags to everyone 
and wear yours upside down.
11) When you get to your floor, try 
and open the doors yourself and 
act embarrassed when they open by 
themselves.
12) Greet everyone who comes in 
the elevator with a big handshake.
13) Leave a box between the doors.
14) Set up a chair and desk in the 
elevator, and whenever anyone gets 
on, say, “Hello! Welcome to my of-
fice. Do you have an appointment?”
15) Stare at your thumb and say, “I 
think it is getting larger!”
16) Whenever someone steps in the 
elevator in a deep voice say, “GET 
OUT!”
17) Break dance to elevator music.
18) Jump at each floor to make the 
elevator bounce.
19) Drop a bag of groceries and 
look around like it was the other 
people’s fault.
20) Ask if you can push the button 
for the other people and push the 
wrong ones.

Top 20 Ways to Annoy 
People in an Elevator
By Mya Fuller

Holiday Traditions 
Around the World
By Keisha Keels
 Holidays are the great times 
to see the loved ones you haven’t 
had contact with for days, months, 
years, or even decades. This is sup-
posed to be a time to have family 
quality time to catch up on the old 
times. Some families go out on 
vacation or to dinner, while other 

families just chill at home and play 
card games in the living room on 
the floor. For Christmas, some 
families go from door to door with 
some church members and sing 
Christmas carols.  For Easter, some 
families go to church and hear 
about the true meaning of this day, 
and some just stay at home and eat 
candy all day.
 According to www.huff-
ingtonpost.com/wierdholidaytra-
ditions.com, in Japan, Christmas 
is synonymous with… Kentucky 
Fried Chicken. Only one percent of 
Japanese people actually celebrate 
Christmas, but ever since KFC 
started a massively successful cam-
paign in 1974 promoting its Christ-
mas meals, groups of Japanese 
students traveled to KFCs across 
the country on Dec. 25. 
 Czech women predict on 
Christmas whether they will marry 
in the next year by throwing a shoe 
over their shoulder while standing 
with their backs to the house door. 
If the shoe lands with the heel to-
ward the door, the woman will stay 
single for another year. 
 Christmas trees in Ukraine 
are traditionally decorated with 
fake spiders and webs, which are 
considered signs of good luck. 
As with every good tradition, the 
habit comes with a straight to the 
point story. Once there was a poor 
widowed woman living with her 
children in a hut. One year, the 
family managed to get a Christmas 
tree but couldn’t afford to decorate 
it. On Christmas morning, how-
ever, spiders spun webs in the tiny 
tannenbaum, and when the chil-
dren awoke, the tree looked like it 
was full of silver and gold.
 Some students at Federal 
Hocking High School have very 
unique traditions, that are very 

A Small Town,” “Ex To See,” and 
“Make You Miss Me.” 
 Through the ten songs on 
this relationship-based album, 
Hunt’s ability to write quality music 
while not being entirely too corny 
and annoying, which some art-
ists tend to struggle with, shines 
through. 
 Hunt has placed himself 
on the country music scene as a 
talented songwriter for himself and 
others, as well as someone who has 
the ability to surprise people by be-
ing the opposite of expectations.
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they spoke English or not.
 “It was hard,” Brandon Ma-
gee, a freshman at FHHS, said.
 Then the “immigrants” had 
to go through the different stations 
such as the health and character 
stations. If the person didn’t pass 
a station, then they had to either 
go back to the beginning or go to 
the appeals station and explain 
why they should be allowed in the 
United States. Some senior students 
were helping by running some of 
the stations.
 “It was fun, I liked help-
ing Mr. Green,” Dakota Griggs, a 
Senior at FHHS, said.
 The students then had to 
complete a questionnaire and fill 
out a paper. Only a handful of peo-
ple officially got cleared to become 
citizens.
 “It was very fun. Chaotic, 
but fun,” Jessica Barnes, a Freshman 
at FHHS, said.
 English teacher Mrs. Ripple 
appreciates these kinds of real-
world activities. 
 “This simulation help the 
students understand what Ellis 
Island was really like. In fact, our 
students had it much easier. The 
real Ellis Island station involved 
hundreds of people waiting hour-
long lines for each station. I was 
impressed with how many of our 
students were willing to dress the 
part and use accents. When they 
think of this as an acting perfor-
mance, it makes it more legitimate.” 
 Ask any FH alum and they 
would most 
likely remem-
ber the Ellis 
Island simula-
tion as a rite 
of passage for 
their ninth 
grade year.

 Some people might remem-
ber the late 1800’s and early 1900’s 
as a time when immigrants from 
all over the world flocked by boat 
to get to America. Federal Hocking 
High School Freshman remem-
bered this day by dressing up like 
immigrants and simulating the 
adventure on Ellis Island.
 On Thursday, Nov. 13, all 
American Studies 9 teachers had 
their students assume an immigrant 
character so they could see what 
the experience was like on the boat 
and on Ellis Island. The students 
first had to go to Mr. Green to see 
if they were in first, second or third 
class. This might have depended 

Ellis Island 
Comes to FH
By Mya Fuller

heart warming. Freshman Mya 
Fuller and her family of 10 have 
used the Christmas season to vaca-
tion together.
 “We try to go somewhere 
new and have fun. We’ve gone to 
Sunriver, Oregon. We’ve rented a 
house to hang out and cook. We 
went sledding. It was very fun. We 
went to Knott’s Berry Farm, an 
amusement park in California.”
 Crystal Moone, a fresh-
man at FH said, ”We have a special 
Christmas for my Uncle Bill be-
cause he is mentally disabled. Every 
weekend my grandpa comes down 
from his farmhouse in Columbus 
with Uncle Bill and we will hang 
out and talk for awhile. And some-
times he’ll even tell me stories. But, 
they’re very difficult to understand.”
 Whether it is a special way 
of celebrating on the other side of 
the world or something special in 
Athens County, it is important that 
families cherish the meaningful 
customs. 

Coonskin Crossing
Come on down for some subs and ice cold 
drinks!


