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PrOm COurt Of 
2015

Princess: Jenna 
Kasler

Prince: A.J. CObb
qUEEN: tESS 
kAMODY
kING: LUKE 
FREDERICKS

Thanks to the Junior class for the awe-
some dedication to making this prom 
great and memorable!
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Strange Food From 
Around the World 
By Jamie Card

    From the Kuro Burgers of 
Japan, to the eggs containing un-
developed duck embryos of the 
Philippines, there are so many 
strange foods out there.
    Some countries consider foods 
that many would say are strange 
as delicacies. For example, 
witchetty grubs, fried spiders, 
kuro burgers and balut are a few 
examples. Witchetty grub, which 
is popular in Australia, happens 
to be the wood eating larvae of a 
moth. The larvae are considered 
edible raw or cooked, and are 
said to have a taste similar to al-
monds and fried eggs. In order to 
eat the witchetty grub, one must 
hold it by the head and consume 
the body. Would it not bust every-
where? The grub is found in parts 
of Australia, living in the roots of 
a Witchetty bush.
                 

     While witchetty grubs seem 
disgusting and strange enough, 
the strange gets stranger. 
     Fried spiders (a species of 
tarantula) happen to be a com-
mon snack in Cambodia. The 
spiders, the size of the palm of 
a human hand, are fried in a 
mixture of salt, sugar and garlic 
until the legs of the arachnid are 

stiff and the abdomens contents 
are no longer liquid. But what 
do fried spiders taste like? The 
taste of the arachnids are de-
scribed as bland, like chicken.   

Another strange food is the black 
burger, or kuro burger of Japan. 
Burger Kings in Japan make this 
burger’s buns from black bam-
boo charcoal, and a garlic and 
onion sauce from squid ink, of 
all things. According to kotaku.
com, there are two types of the 
famous black burger, the Kuro 
Pearl, and the Kuro Diamond. 
    However, Burger King isn’t the 
only fast food chain to sell the 
black burgers, according to daily-
mail.co.UK. McDonald’s also sells 
them. The cheese, sauce and 
the buns are all black. Even the 
burger is black, made with black 
pepper to give it the astonishing 
color. But what does the famous 
black burger taste like? Accord-
ing to fox news.com, the burger 
tastes peppery, and not half bad.
    Although, in the Philippines, a 
common snack is balut. Balut, 
is an egg containing an undevel-
oped duck inside, all meant to be 
enjoyed as a tasty snack.
Balut can be enjoyed in many 
different styles, including in an 
omelet. But how would one go 
about eating this undeveloped 
duckling? According to cnn.com, 
in order to eat balut, one must 
make a small opening in the top 

of the shell, and drink the liquid 
inside the egg before eating all of  
the contents themselves.
    Despite the bizarre appear-
ance, what does balut taste like? 
According to Quora.com, the 
duck itself tastes like chicken.
Among all the strange foods, 
there are definitely the bizarre 
few that really stand out. Besides 
Kuro Burgers and Balut, people 
find fried spiders, grasshoppers 
and fermented shark to be partic-
ularly good to eat.
    Mat Roberts, the Americorps 
member at Federal Hocking 
High School, has tried a couple 
of strange foods. He admitted to 
trying one of the strangest foods 
yet, or at least what many people 
would consider as strange.

    “A cricket granola bar. It tasted 
good, and I had tried two kinds, 
Orange Cheyanne and Chocolate 
Cherry.”
    Besides this, Roberts also 
shares that he has also tried Al-
ligator, at a restaurant in Cincin-
nati, Ohio, called Pappa Deux. As 
far as taste goes, Roberts says it 
was good as well, having a chewy 
and salty taste. 
    Mr. Wryst, a science teacher 
at FHHS, has also tried some 
strange foods, including escargot 
and squid. Amazingly, he also 
tried grasshopper tacos. In case 
one is wondering how something 
like this would taste, Wryst de-
scribed it.
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    “Kinda crunchy, with lots of 
chocolate”.
    So, from alligator to undevel-
oped ducklings, do any of these 
strange foods sound appetizing? 

The Boogeyman
By Mya Fuller

 Have you ever found 
yourself at the wrong place at 
the wrong time? Or perhaps you 
messed around with the wrong 
person? Chad Stahelski and 
David Leitch’s 2014 hit film, John 
Wick, shows just how bad the 
consequences are for messing 
with someone. In this movie Ke-
anu Reeves stars as John Wick, 
an ex-associate of the Russian 
mafia.Wick was considered the 
best assassin that Viggo Tarasov 
(Michael Nyqvist)-the leader of 
the mafia- ever had. They even 
had a nickname for him, which 
was Baba yaga-- the Russian 
term for ‘Boogeyman’ One day 
Wick wanted to quit, so Viggo 
gave him the task of eliminating 
all competition, a task in which 
he considered impossible, and 
Wick did just that single hand-
edly. When Iosef Tarasov (Alfie 
Allen), Viggo’s son, decides he is 
going to steal Wick’s car, killing 
his dog in the process, is when 
the real problem starts. You see 

what Iosef didn’t know was that 
the dog he killed was a parting 
gift from Wick’s death. So when 
Wick goes for revenge, he takes 
no prisoners.
 Throughout this entire 
movie I could not help but think 
to myself, ‘How stupid is this 
Iosef guy?’ I mean, he breaks 
into someone’s house, beats 
them up, and kills their dog all 
because he wanted that person’s 
car. How juvenile can you get? 
Iosef reminds me of a little kid 
who sees something that they 
want and will do anything to 
get it. Wick, on the other hand, 
reminds me of someone who is a 
force to be reckoned with. Silent, 
but deadly, like a snake. 
    I recommend this movie to 
everyone who is looking for a 
fast-beat action movie. When 
you get done watching this 
movie, I swear you will be grin-
ning to yourself and thinking, he 
shouldn’t have messed with his 
dog.

Why Pit Bulls?
By Caitlin Pierce

    Some organizations say there 
are between 300 and 400 dog 
species in the world, so why are 
Pit Bulls known as the worst 
dog? Although “Pit Bull” is not a 
breed. It is a term used to de-
scribe all dogs with similar traits 
and characteristics, known by 
people as Pit Bulls. There are 
about 20 or more dogs that fall 
in the category as a Pit Bull. 
    The biggest debate about Pit 
Bulls is dog fights, former Federal 
Hocking student Lauren Abrams 
said.
    “I think it’s horrible. The dogs 
have no choice and it gives them 
a reputation of being mean dogs, 
when in reality they are so loyal." 
    Pit Bulls and all dogs in gen-
eral don't choose to participate 
in dog fights; their owners force 
them to fight, risking the chances 
of the dogs being killed or se-
verely injured. Although some are 
mean towards humans, but not 
because they choose to be. It’s 
because that is all they know and 
that’s how their owners taught 
them. 
    The biggest question is do Pit 
Bulls act the way they do be-
cause of how they are treated? 
Well, most believe that it’s true 
and Abrams agreed.
     “Absolutely. Pit Bulls are big 
babies who would die for their 
owners when they are treated 
right. When they are abused, 
they're just like any other abused 
animal, scared and timid, which 
can make them appear mean." 
    Despite dog fighting being a 
felony in all 50 states in the U.S., 
it is still a big concern to animal 
lovers. Pit Bulls happen to be the 

Pit Bull Facts
• These dogs were bred 

to fight other dogs and 
animals.

• They’re a combination 
of terrior and bulldog 
breeds.

• Pit bulls are so good with 
children that they were 
known as nursemaid or 
nanny dogs.
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breed most used in dog fights. 
But if Pit Bulls did not exist, dog 
fighting would still take place. 
    So if dogs, in general, are 
considered a part of the fam-
ily, why make them participate 
in dog fights to make money? 
Would you make your son partici-
pate in fights for money, or your 
daughter? I didn't think so. So if 
everyone thought of Pit Bulls, or 
any animal the way Abrams did, 
I believe the rates of dog fights 
would go down tremendously!

Ellis Island Comes to Federal Hock’s Library

In April, the American Studies 9 classes experienced what  
it was like to be an immigrant in the early 1900’s.

Mad City Money for Sophomores

• The last immigrants to pass through Ellis Island did so 
in 1954.

• Before operating as an immigration facility, Ellis Island 
housed military weaponry and ammunition

Source: History.com



Class of 2015 Tribute
By Katlyn Young

    At Federal Hocking High 
School, most everyone knows 
everyone. By the time you are a 
senior, you can bet that all of the 
juniors and underclassmen know 
who you are or at least know your 
name. During high school, you 
will have left a mark or impact 
on someone whether it be a 
friend, a coach or a teacher. In 
this Senior Tribute, those coach-
es, teachers or friends are shar-
ing a little about each and every 
senior here at Federal Hocking 
High School.

Cadie Balch:
    “A great memory I have of 
Cadie is when she had a birthday 
party at a hotel and we swam 
then went to Walmart for a long 
time and  had lot of fun.”

-Jordan Proffitt 
Donny Barber:  
    “This year’s graduating class 
has one of the most fanatic 
sports enthusiasts that Federal 
Hocking has ever known.  When 
we think of Donnie Barber, we 
will always remember his vast 
statistical knowledge of the 
Cincinnati Reds or the Ohio State 
Buckeyes.  He supported these 
teams with both their logos and 
colors always worn throughout 
his four years of Federal Hocking 
High School.  Donnie has also 
supported the Lancers at most 
of their sporting events as well.  
We hope to see Donnie return to 
support the Lancers after gradua-
tion and perhaps he will continue 
to update us on the status of his 
favorite professional and college 
teams.  Go Reds, go Buckeyes, 

and go Lancers, and we will miss 
you Donnie! “

-Mrs. Torrence
Megan Barnhart:
    “Megan Barnhart was one of 
the many seniors that influenced 
me and many others around me, 
but Megan will always be one 
that sticks out. Everything she 
does, she puts 110% effort into 
it whether it’s cheerleading or 
schoolwork. She is purely amaz-
ing and has definitely influenced 
me when it comes to cheer and 
school. She has a bright future 
ahead of her and I’m glad I got to 
have someone like her to look up 
to in high school.”

-Ashley Biles
Johnny Bobo:
    “Whenever I think of Johnny 
“God-Emperor of High School” 
Bobo, I can only think about 
all the times he’s followed 
me around with his arms out-
stretched like he wants a hug or 
something. It makes me uncom-
fortable.”

-Mr. Warmke
Evan Bradford:
    “I used to think Evan “Money” 
Bradford was some kind of intel-
ligent marshmallow come to life 
through mad science. Now that 
he’s taken all of my classes and 
been on my mock trial team for 
four years, I know he’s actually a 
horrifyingly evil thinking machine 
whose only feelings are fury and 
spite. I sincerely hope he is never 
allowed to rule over all human-
kind.”

-Mr. Warmke
Kassidy Brown:
    “Kassidy was always really 
fun to have class together and I 
always enjoyed all of the crazy 
conversations we had. Good luck 
with everything Kassidy and I 

know you’ll do well at Shawnee!”
-Katlyn Young

Colleen Byron:
    “The most awesome, creative 
and hilarious student. She bright-
ens the day of everyone she sees. 
Colleen is a great actor and is 
really, really talented.”

-Mrs. Cell
Vance Camino:
    “I feel that Vance Camino 
will be highly succesful and an 
overachieving young man in any 
future endeavors that he pur-
sues. He is intelligent, innovative, 
hardworking, and resourceful. It 
has been an immense pleasure 
to have known Vance. Vance 
has a great sense of humor and 
is always positive regardless of 
what life throws at him. I am 
proud of Vance and all that he 
has achieved.”

-Mr. Hoffman
Taylor Carr:
    “The world needs to watch out 
for Taylor because when she sets 
goals, nothing stands in her way.”

-Mrs. Pfeiffer
James Coen:
    “James was a pleasure to have 
in class over the past two years. 
I hope everything goes well as 
he transitions from high sschool 
to the next point in his life. Con-
gratulations on graduating and 
all the best!“

-Mr. Armelie
Zach Cunningham:
    “If all my students were like 
Zach there wouldn’t be anything 
we couldn’t accomplish.”

-Mr. Pfeiffer
Josh Foreman:
    “I think Josh is a first class 
indivdual. He is just a great kid 
and I believe he can do anything 
in life.”
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-Mr. Hoffman

Luke Fredricks: 
    “I enjoyed fishing with you and 
Zach over the summer and hope 
we can continue to keep hanging 
out after high school.”

-Scott Gillian
Taylor Gates:
    “Gates is a natural athlete and 
quiet leader.”

-Coach Moore
Scott Gillian:
    “Despite his orneriness, I wish 
all Agriculture students were like 
Scott.”

-Mr. Pfeiffer
Spencer Green:
    “He always knows how to have 
a good time.”

-Mrs. Pfeiffer
Dakota Griggs:
    “What can I say about Dakota 
Griggs? He is dependable, loves 
to make copies, loves grading 
math papers, loves to listen to 
the student’s stories and loves 
interning at Coolville Elementary. 
Thanks for all you do! We will 
miss you!”

-Mrs. Young
Miranda Holsinger:
    “Miranda is willing to stop 
what she’s doing to help somone 
else.”

-Mrs. Pfeiffer
Kayla Honesty:
    “Kayla Honesty is a very sweet 
young lady who is usually quiet 
but not shy.
    She is a fierce competitor 
when it comes to running. She 
leads  our team by example. 
Kayla trains hard and will do 
what ever it takes to make her a 
faster runner.
    Kayla is a very special person 
who is always smiling no matter 
how much pain she has been 

through to achieve her goals. 
Kayla is awesome.” 

-Coach Weaver
Tess Kamody:
    “Tess is a smart, fun and car-
ing person. It has really been a 
privledge to be able to coach her 
and I wish her success in all of 
her future endeavors.”

-Coach Young
Jade Keiffer:
    “Jade is a really nice person 
with a great sense of humor.”

-Coach Moore
Noah McCune:
    “Noah is a super young man 
that’s easy going and has some 
real musical talent. He is a good 
athlete and a great addition to 
our sports team. He quietly sets a 
positive exanple for young ath-
letes and students.”

-Mr. Green
Mallory McIntyre:
    “Mallory is such a caring and 
kind person. I’m so happy she 
had decided to become a teach-
er. The Marching Lancers are 
going to miss you!!!”

-Mrs. Olson
Dakota McKenzie:
    “Dakota, your compassion and 
willingness to help was an invalu-
able asset to help your teachers 
and classmates this year, and I 
know you will carry that forward 
into your life after graduation. 
Thank you!”

-Mr. Osterland
Josiah Nutter:
    “I wish Josiah the best in the 
Navy and I think it is the perfect 
fit for him.”

-Mr. Kasler
 Jordan Proffitt:
    “We will miss your enthusiam 
and spirit around the band room 
(Martha will miss you too!). You 
are the best bass drum player 

I have had as Director of the 
Marching Lancers. I also enjoyed 
having you in choir (glare). If the 
Air Force doesn’t work out, you’d 
make a great assistant. Best of 
luck in everything!!”

-Mrs. Olson
Will Quinn:
    “Will is a great guy. Watch for 
him on FarmersOnly. com. So you 
don’t have to be lonely any more. 
He loves chickens and his favor-
ite month is April.

-Mrs. Collins
Tyler Riley:
    “As a struggling screenplay 
writer, Tyler tries to sneak onto 
the lot of Paramount disguised 
as a transformer in order to pitch 
his screenplay for Transformers 
X: “Strike of Lord Starscream”. 
While he will subsequently get 
caught in the act, his dedication 
to the franchise will lead to the 
successful sale of this screenplay 
along with a new shot of blood 
that leads to the revival of the 
Transformers mythology. He will 
go on to win a number of Os-
cars and accolades for his many 
works including the wildly suc-
cessful cross-genre Transformers-
My Little Pony action bromance,  
“Transformers XXI: Hopeless 
Romantic.”

-Mrs. Coble
Andrea Russell:
    “Andrea is very driven, talented 
and hardworking. I am sure 
that she will be successful in all 
future endeavors and roads she 
takes.”

-Coach Young
Ivan Santiago:
    “Ivan was a great teammate 
and has a very competative 
edge.”

-Coach Moore
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Bryan Schwarzel:
    “Bryan is super cool and I hope 
we get to spend a lot more time 
together in college.”

-Noah McCune
Josh Simmons:
    “I really enjoyed having him in 
class. We had some great side 
conversations about what he 
wants to do in the medical field. 
Josh has a great attitude and he 
tries his best in everything he 
does.”   

-Mr. Warner
Katie Simpson:
    “After Katie successfully com-
pletes college and becomes a 
nurse, she stumbles upon a litter 
of genetically modified dogs that 
she is able to train as medical 
aids. Known as diagnostic labs, 
these incredible dogs have the 
ability to not only diagnose a 
number of medical conditions, 
but they also take away pain just 
by having them around - a trait 
that Katie also shares.”

-Mrs. Coble
Jon Snyder:
    “Jon has come a long way to 
earn the title of “Math Captain”. 
He has been a pleasure to have 
in class, and I hope the best as 
he moves forward in his life and 
onto greater things! Congratula-
tions! And watch out for those 
coffee cups...”

-Mr. Armelie
Peyton Sofronko:
    “Peyton has been the art de-
partment’s quality control moni-
tor this year. Without her diligent 
efforts the halls and walls of this 
building would not be half as 
interesting. Keep up the great 
work, Peyton!”

-Mrs Hadley
Katie Swanson:
    “I love Katie’s infectious smile 
and how sweet she is. I love how 

much time I got to spend with 
her because I had her in class so 
much. She always helps out and 
she is selfless. She goes out of 
her way to say hi to me.”

-Mrs. Cell
Carly Tabler:
    “When I think of Carly I think of 
how quiet she is that you would 
never know how hilarious she is. 
She can be friends with everyone 
and I am going to miss her.”

-Mrs. Cell
T’Lo Tabler:
    “I wish T’Lo the best as he 
moves onto the next stage of his 
life. College will be a challenge, 
but T’Lo can definitely meet the 
expectations he will have on him. 
Good luck, and congratulations!”

-Mr. Armelie 
Corey Terrell:
    “Corey Terrell did an intern-
ship at the district bus garage. 
He has had good attendence and 
has communicated with the bus 
garage staff and the internship 
staff. He seemed to enjoy his 
internship and he completed his 
responsibilities for the placment.”

-Mr. Green
Megan Thompson:
    “Megan had a very succesful 
volleyball career and I had a lot of 
fun coaching her for four years. I 
wish her much success in all that 
she does in the future.”

-Coach Young
Jenna Thompson:
    “It’s a unicorn! It’s a whale! It’s 
“Super-Jenna”! She can make 
anything happen when it comes 
to art. Whether or not she’s on 
stilts, has burned or cut her finger 
on tools, or has simply demol-
ished her latest ceramics piece, 
Jenna will get it done and get it 
done with flair. Just, don’t forget 
to feed her! “

-Mrs. Hadley

Sami Tom:
    “Sami is such a dedicated 
reader. She can immerse her-
self in novels and connect with 
the characters. When I think of 
Sami, I appreciate how she cares 
and loves animals, as she is so 
gentle.”

-Mrs. Ripple
Tommy Weekley:
    “Tommy is very interesting and 
eccentric. I like hearing his take 
on things. It is very unique.”

-Mr. Kasler
Brian White:
    “Brian, you have been the 
anchor of the kitchen staff, this 
year. Your hard work and dedica-
tion have been a model and an 
inspiration to others. You will go 
on to do great things.”

-Mr. Osterland
Charlie Williams:
    “Secret super-genius Charlie, 
goes on after high school to 
finally invent actual working na-
nites in order to meet his person-
al goal of world domination. His 
first order as world dictator is to 
ban all video games unless they 
are in an 8-bit format.”

-Mrs. Coble       
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Brian Wolfe:
    “I feel privileged to have gotten 
to know him so well and I think 
the Marine Corps. is lucky to have 
him. I will always envision Brian 
in his neon Tennessee socks and 
shirt cruising the halls and me 
as his school mom asking him 
where he should be . I think this 
world is a better place with Mr. 
Brian Wolfe.”

-Mrs. Buchman
Mitchell Young:
    “Mitchell, congratulations on 
a remarkable four years here at 
Federal Hocking High School.  I 
was fortunate to watch you grow 
as a young man in the class-
room and on the field. Follow 
your dreams on becoming a high 
school English teacher. Ohio 
University will be a better place 
because of you.”

-Mr. Mulgrew
Alison Zimmerman:
    “Alison is a sweet gal and I 
have enjoyed having her in class. 
I love to see her laugh which is 
usually caused by Will’s shenani-
gans.”

-Mrs. Collins
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Tackling the ACT 
By Lisa Snyder 

    What exactly is the ACT? Ac-
cording to actstudent.org, it is a 
college admissions test taken by 
all high school students planning 
to attend college. The test covers 
four subjects: english, reading, 
mathematics, and science plus 
an optional writing test. 
    Testing costs $38 without the 
Writing test. The ACT Plus Writing 
costs $54.50 and most col-
leges recommend this over the 
regular test. There may also be 
fees added, including late fees, 
test date change, etc. The ba-
sic registration fee includes the 
score report being sent to up to 
four colleges of your choice. Fee 
waivers are also available, make 
sure to check with your school to 
check your eligibility. 
    Overall, there are 215 multi-
ple-choice questions and it takes 
around three and a half hours 
to complete, including a short 
break. The test will take just over 
four hours with the writing. The 
test allows 40 minutes to answer 
75 English questions, 35 minutes 
to answer 40 reading and sci-
ence questions, and an hour to 
answer the 60 math questions. 
The optional writing test takes 30 
minutes. 
    These time limits can seem 
more intimidating than they actu-
ally are, making people think the 
test is hard. It may be difficult for 
some, but even if testing is not a 
strong suit, there are ways to fin-
ish and get a good score on the 
exam. 
     Save time by moving on to 
easier questions. If you tell your-
self “Just one more minute..” you 
know it’s time to move on. 

    You can also save some time 
by figuring out how many sec-
tions you can actually read on 
the reading, english, and science 
sections. It’s better to do a really 
good job on two or three sections 
then rush to get through all four.
    The first time you go through 
the section, only answer the 
questions you know the answer 
to. You can always go back and 
try to do the ones you skipped.     
    If all else fails and you run out 
of time, just guess.
    Speaking of guessing, always 
choose a letter of the day. Con-
trary to popular belief, you’ll get 
more points by sticking to one 
letter instead of jumping around. 
On the ACT, there’s no penalty for 
guessing. Make sure to answer 
every question because if you 
don’t it’s wrong. 
    Process of Elimination - elimi-
nate the answers that are obvi-
ously wrong. It will up your 25% 
chance of getting a question 
right to at least a 50%. 
    Read the questions first, but 
do not read the answers. It may 
cloud your judgement and make 
you believe a wrong answer is the 
right one. 
    Mark the test booklet, and 
only the test booklet, as much 
as you want. Make little notes to 
yourself, work out the math ques-
tions, etc. 
    Bring a watch to pace yourself.
Chances are, there will be a clock 
in the room but it may not be in a 
place where you can always see 
it. 
    Possibly the most important 
thing you can do on test day is to 
relax. Don’t stress yourself out. 
Wake up with plenty of time to 
de-zombify yourself, eat a good 
breakfast, and also remember to 

breathe. 
    Federal Hocking High School 
Junior Erica Hill took the ACT in 
June, 2014. 
    “I would recommend getting 
plenty of sleep the night before 
and eating breakfast that morn-
ing. You’re going to be there for a 
long time, so comfy clothes are 
also important.” 
    Hill also suggests driving to 
the testing center before the test 
date so you know where you’re 
going. If you are not there by the 
time on your test ticket, you will 
not be allowed to take the test 
that day.  
    To make things a little bet-
ter, the test can be taken more 
than once, so do not worry about 
getting the perfect score the first 
time. Taking the test multiple 
times has actually been proven 
to increase a student’s compos-
ite score. Also, the test will more 
than likely be over information 
you already know, so cram-ses-
sions will not be necessary when 
preparing. 

ACT Facts
• The average composite 

score in Ohio is 21.8.
• Massachusetts holds the 

highest composite score 
average, with a 24.1.

• North Carolina has the 
lowest composite score 
average, with a 18.7.

Source: ACT.org
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Middle School Corner
Lullaby
By R. Henry Maxwell
                                                                                                                                               

Year after I was born                                                  
  I had open blue eyes              
I looked and looked

But could not
Find
Then

It found me
My dog chose me

Out of all the other people
She chose me and I chose her
We were best friends for years 

and years to come

Now 
11 years 

Passed I am
12 and on

July 15, 2014 she
Is gone to roam new
Hills I grieve for days 

And days to come I miss
Her protecting me at night
And howling stay away at

The other dogs while
Singing a lullaby

To me at
night

Toying with Nature
By Taylor Clemmons 

    Daylight saving can be trou-
bling for many people. Daylight 
saving is only used in the UK and 
in the United States. Daylight sav-
ing is when people lose an hour 
in the spring and gain an hour 
in the fall. Despite messing up a 
sleep schedule and going about 
the day in the dark, it has been 
around for more than 100 years 
and was created by the infamous 
Ben Franklin. Props to you, Ben.
    Cienna Seel, an 8th grader, 
said she agrees with Texas on 
banning daylight saving for safety 
reasons.

    “I feel like its kinda a good 
idea because they are doing it for 
safety reasons which would be 
good for cities where kids have 
to walk to school. So they won't 
have to walk in the dark.”
    Many wonder why Benjamin 
woke up one day and thought 
“Hey! Lets start our day an hour 
earlier and take away sleep!” 
    The scientist say that they do 
this to “save” the daylight espe-
cially in the winter when days are 
colder and darker,so one can do 
more in the daylight.
    Farmers said that even though 
the time had changed the live-

stock, like cows, still run off the 
the time they are used to. So 
when the time changes and they 
start getting fed in the dark, it 
throws them off for a bit until 
they get used to the new time 
change. So even though it’s cold, 
dark, and really early, farmers 
still have to go out and take care 
of their animals. So, in a sense, 
Benjamin Franklin has made 
their already tough job tougher. 
Thanks.

Comfortable but     
Appropriate? 
By Haley Carpenter
  
    Legging sales in the United 
States have increased by 7 per-
cent, and jean sales have de-
creased by 6 percent, according 
to nbcnews.com. Although this 
fashion trend is popular among 
teenage girls, there is some 
controversy whether they should 
be school appropriate. Here at 
Federal Hocking, leggings were 
banned. A new dress code is 
being experimented with that 
allows certain types. Should leg-
gings be banned from school? 
    Jaylen Rogers said “I like leg-
gings, they’re comfortable.” 
    Students should be allowed 
to wear whatever they feel com-
fortable in. Wearing leggings is 
a way to stay comfortable and 
confident. 
    Many students are fine with 
the leggings, in fact. 
    Kendra Tabler said “I don’t 
have a problem. I don’t agree 
that they should change the 

Poston’s Carry Out
 8910 OH-144, 

Stewart, OH 45778
(740) 662-2115

Fill up your 
gas tank 
and grab a 
milkshake!
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dress code back to no leggings. 
Leggings are much cheaper than 
jeans, and some people can’t af-
ford jeans.”

    People believe that leggings 
are not good for school because 
they are a distraction to male stu-
dents. Rather than banning them 
for female students, male stu-
dents should be taught manners. 
The school policy is that students 
can wear leggings, but their bot-
toms must be covered. Students 
rebel against this rule, because 
they believe that it is unfair. 
    Student teacher Ms. Zink said 
“I love leggings.” She believes 
that they are school appropriate.

Poms Poms, and 
Props for Cochran
By Samantha Dillon

    Federal Hocking had a small 
cheerleading squad in 2014-
2015. Amanda Cochran was 
the coach of the middle school. 
There were five girls on the 
squad: Morgan Biles, Johanna 
Singer, Zoey Van Dyke, Savannah 
Willison, and Samantha Dillon. 
    “I wanted to make a strong 
impression on all of them to 
show that middle school is just a 
small stepping stone in their life, 
to give each of them the confi-
dence to move forward in life as 
a strong woman and hope that 
they carry that confidence into 

their adult lives,” Amanda Co-
chran said.
    She recalled how it was not 
always easy.
    “It was difficult at first. Mainly 
just coming in after you all had 
already formed a relationship 
with the former coach. Not to 
mention that it was my first time 
coaching. I learned just as much 
from you girls as you did from 
me.” 
    Cochran was also a mom but 
was able to juggle motherhood 
and leading practice.
    “It wasn’t too bad actually be-
cause I could bring her with me 
and the girls helped out a lot with 
her. She was one of the cheer-
leaders.” 
     Many adults could find dealing 
with five teenagers challenging. 
However, Cochran had a strategy.  
    “Teen girls are a bit emotional.        
But it took me back and I had to 
take myself back and put myself 
in their shoes. I was empathetic 
to their needs but knew when it 
was time to be the coach and the 
adult.”  
    Her impact was effective be-
cause the students appreciated 
her.
    “I like her as a coach, I'm glad 
she stepped in as a coach. She 
helped out a lot and this season 
would not have been the same 
with out her. I hope she’s the 
coach for the following year,” 
Johanna Singer said.
    “She was really nice and 
understood us,”  Destanee Hale 
said.
    Many people believe that this 
squad was very good and hope 
that Amanda Cochran comes 
back to help the next squad at  
Federal Hocking. 

How Music Affects 
Your Brain
By Faith Laughlin

    Studies show that playing 
music exercises one’s brain more 
than any other physical activity. 
Listening to music engages one’s 
brain differently because when 
researchers saw people’s brain 
activity when they listened to mu-
sic, they saw activity all over the 
brain. But when playing music, 
practically every area of the brain 
must work in fast and precise 
ways to process different types of 
information simultaneously. 
    Anita Collins, who holds a 
doctorate degree in neuroscience 
and music education, said      
“Playing an instrument is your 
brain’s equivalent to a full body 
workout.”
    Research has shown that 
playing music for a long period 
of time has increased fine motor 
skills and helped with memory. 
It is known that music can help 
memory loss. Patients remember 
with tunes or songs to trigger 
their brains and they can get in 
touch with their history. Research 
also shows that memory loss can 
be helped best by music of the 
patients choice. Those who have 
played music for an extended 
period of time have also shown 
increased problem solving skills.
    Others have said that they 
think music could improve their 
memory and make them smart-
er.  Researchers at Stanford 
University have said that listen-
ing to music seems to be able to 
change brain functioning to the 
same extent as medication.
    Music can even help people ex-
ercise; it competes for the brain’s 
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attention and can override sig-
nals of fatigue in a moderate 
exercise. Dr. Robert Herdegen of 
Hampton-Sydney College found 
that a group of bikers went 11 
percent farther on their bikes 
when listening to music than 
without music. Faster music has 
been known to make people feel 
more alert and can help them 
concentrate better, whereas a 
slower tempo can quiet the mind 
and relax one’s muscles, releas-
ing stress. When slow rhythms 
are played, the blood pressure 
and heartbeat slows down, help-
ing people breathe more slowly. 

    Those interviewed have said 
when listening to music they felt 
alive and full of energy and emo-
tion. Others have said when they 
listen to music it relieves their 
stress and their anger.  People 
have also mentioned that when 
they learned how to play mu-
sic, they also made a lot of new 

The New Game in 
Town
By Ryan Kincade 

    A large amount of players 
have been awaiting the next part 
in the Elder Scrolls game series.
The last game in the series was 

Young Moms
By Ashlee Sasser

    I am not a parent, but I know 
how it is to wake up at 3:00 a.m. 
in the morning to a screaming 
baby that melts your heart.
    My sister is a young mother; 
she had her baby at the age of 
18 years old. On December 22, 
2014, she named the precious 
baby boy William Michael Fox. It 
was a bit of a struggle because 
he was sent to Columbus for 
medical problems, but he over-
came the problems and got to 
come home in 10 days. It was 
really hard for my sister because 
she was so young and they took 
the baby straight to the helicop-
ter and flew him to Children’s 
Hospital.                   
    My sister didn't get to see the 
baby for two days. She finally got 
to hold the baby December 24, 
2014. The face she made was 
100% priceless. She was so hap-
py. I’ve never seen her so happy 
in my life. The baby was in the 
nicu two, which was the medium 
stage. Then, about six days later, 
he was moved to nicu one. 
    My sister, Alexis Sasser, said 
“Seeing his face makes my day 
110% better!”  
    My sister is not alone.  An 
anonymous teen said,“Being a 
young mom means that we met 
a little early, but it also means 
that I get to love you a little bit 
longer. Some people said my life 
ended when I had a baby but my 
life had just began. You didn't 
take away my future, you gave 
me a new one.” 
    In an internet forum, a young 
mother described how difficult 
it is to not eat what one wants.  

a huge hit and it was called the 
Elder Scrolls Skyrim.This new 
game is called The Elder Scrolls 
Online and puts players into an 
online environment with other 
players to enjoy the fights to-
gether.
    There are three different fac-
tions in the online environment 
and they can have 2,000 play-
ers in one large area.The three 
factions of all fight over territory 
in the online world, using their 
swords, bows, staffs, and shields 
to fight each other for territory.
The Elder Scrolls online will be 
released in June for the Playsta-
tion 4 and Xbox One. The game 
is already out for PC’s though.
The three factions of the game 
are the Aldmeri Dominion, The 
Daggerfall Covenant, and the 
Ebonheart Pact. Each faction has 
control of three different lands of 
a very large size.
    The game returns the races of 
the Elder Scrolls V Skyrim, such 
as the khajiit, which are basically 
cat-people.
    Eighth Grader Sawyer Filson 
said “I have been looking forward 
to this release, because I have 
not played a half decent Elder 
Scrolls game in the past five 
years.”
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But, she said, you have to keep 
telling yourself it’s not just for 
you, you're also doing this to 
keep your baby healthy. 
    She also said “Having a child 
is different, but becoming some-
one’s mother means that my role 
in the world has changed.” 

Stereotyping on 
School Grounds: 
FHMS
By Asia McKenzie
 
    “Everybody stereotypes, even 
if it’s subconsciously. It’s inevi-
table,” Isabella Gennaccaro said. 
    Federal Hocking Middle School 
eighth grade students spoke 
about their experiences and 
opinions involving stereotyping 
on school grounds.
    “If somebody is this certain 
type of person, then it’s not really 
anybody else’s business. I know 
everybody gets an opinion, but if 
it is negative towards that per-
son, they probably shouldn’t say 
anything,” said the student who 
requested to remain anonymous. 
    According to the Federal Hock-
ing School District’s website, 
the amount of students who are 
enrolled is 1,008. Of these 1,008 
students, 2.5 percent are African 
American/Non- Hispanic, 6.5 
percent are Multiracial, and 9o 
percent are Caucasian/ Non-
Hispanic. Of the 1,008 students, 
52 percent are male, and 48 
percent are female. The amount 
of students who are enrolled into 
the district with disabilities is 21 
percent. 
    “I hear people talking about it, 
being transgender. They say that 
it’s the worst thing in 
the world, when it’s really none of 

their business. I hear stereotypes 
about West Virginians, from like 
what everybody says around 
here,” an anonymous student 
said. 
    Gender discrimination has 
been getting a great deal of 
press in recent times. . 
    “Here, boys are saying you 
can’t play this because you’re a 
girl, and I don’t want to hurt you, 
and stuff like that, like when 
we’re playing games and stuff,” 
Jaylen Hill said.
     “There is this kid that I know 
who is gay, and they think that 
since he’s gay, then he likes ev-
erybody, you know what I mean, 
like every guy,” Taylor Clemons 
said.
    Every student is affected differ-
ently by generalizations. 
    “Me, personally, I haven’t been 
affected by stereotyping. But 
I feel like other people are hit 
harder by stereotyping. It could 
have greater effects on them,” 
Gennaccaro said.
    Another category of people 
that experience stereotyping are 
Asians. 
    “Since I’m really the only Asian 
person here, a lot of people 
stereotype me for being good at 
math or for getting all straight 
A’s, and stuff like that,” Lindsey 
Parsons said.
    Additionally, a student shared 
her thoughts on being a female 
African American athlete. 
    “Well most people think that 
since I’m black, I’m lower than 
what they normally are. I mean 
I’m actually kind of smart, and 
since I’m put into ninth grade 
math class, it’s like breaking a 
stereotype. There are also a lot of 
stereotypes in sports, like people 
think that if you’re a girl and 

you play sports, then your sports 
aren’t as intense as what guys’ 
are, but when we condition, we 
do conditioning a lot harder than 
what guys normally do,” Clemons 
said.
    An eighth grader noticed yet 
another group that sometimes 
experiences discrimination. 
    “People in special classes. 
They usually get picked on a lot, 
and people talk about them. If 
you get to know people they’re 
actually pretty cool,” Charlie 
Whited said. 
    Sometimes, students are ste-
reotyped for their passive nature. 
    “The quiet kids. Everybody has 
an opinion, and they talk about 
them because they’re not like 
the others that are outgoing,” Hill 
said.
    As everyone knows, it is best to 
avoid judging people by a cat-
egory in which they may or may 
not fit.
    “I don’t really go by stereo-
types, I just kinda want to know 
the person,” Parsons said..
    The best advice is “that people 
shouldn’t do it, because it hurts 
people, it could hurt them emo-
tionally or physically,” Hill added.

Green Edge Gardens

Becky & Kip Rondy
16232 Henry Rd

Amesville Ohio 45711
740-448-4021
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Making the Agricul-
ture Program Proud
By Chelsea Washburn and 
Jordan Castle

    As many students strive for 
great things, several of the Fed-
eral Hocking FFA members have 
done that by earning their State 
FFA Degree. To earn your State 
FFA Degree you have to accom-
plish many things such as attend-
ing many chapter, county, and 
state activities, earning a certain 
amount of community service 
hours, and adhering to a budget.
Some may just think only stu-
dents will be receiving an award 
when they go to State FFA Con-
vention, but that is not the case.          
     Superintendent Dr. George 
Wood was awarded the honorary 
State FFA Degree. It is the high-
est award that the state can pres-
ent to an individual. Dr. Wood is 
a Federal Hocking FFA Alumni 
member and does several things 
to help the chapter, like working 
the food booth at the fair. He also 
likes to help out the members 
by attending the fair livestock 
auction and purchasing an FFA 
member’s project.
    Jacob Buck is the son of Jerry 
and Rindi Buck of Guysville. He is 
a junior and has raised corn and 
feeder calves for his Supervised 
Agricultural Experience Program 
(SAE.) He is serving as next year’s 
chapter president, has been a 
member of the meats team, the 
soil judging team, and the ag 
business management team. He 
has attended leadership night, 
State and National FFA conven-
tions. Jacob has helped with FFA 
petting zoos. For community 
service, Jacob has helped raise 

money for angel tree, the school 
food drive, and helped with 
bundling trees for the Athens Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
along with teaching 4th graders 
about agriculture. He has also 
been a member of the FHHS foot-
ball and track teams. 
    “I feel great about it, it’s just a 
wonderful experience all around. 
It’s just one step closer to getting 
my American Degree,” Buck said.
    Taylor Carr is a senior from 
Athens who is the daughter of 
Jeremy and Joie Carr. Her SAE 
consists of market goats shown 
at the county, state, and na-
tional levels. She has won her 
showmanship class at the state 
fair and won grand and reserve 
champion goats at the county 
level. She has served as a chap-
ter sentinel, participated in the 
job interview and ag. business 
management team. She has 
attended summer camp, Made 
for Excellence, leadership night, 
district officer training, state and 
national FFA Conventions. She 
has helped raise money for the 
school food drive, Angel Tree, 
helped with tree bundling for the 
Athens Soil and Water Conser-
vation District, helped with 4th 
grade ag day, and a buyer’s ap-
preciation dinner for the county 
fair buyers. She has been a 
member of the Spanish Club and 
the FHHS basketball team. Taylor 
plans on attending OSU- ATI in 
the fall majoring in feed repre-
sentative.
    “Getting my State Degree 
means a lot to me since very few 
are able to get it, due to having to 
earn so much money from your 
agriculture projects,” Carr said. 
    Noah Cox is a junior from 
Coolville and is the son of Jeff 

and Stephanie Cox. His SAE has 
been market steers that he has 
exhibited at the county, state, 
and national levels. He has had 
the grand and reserve cham-
pion steer at the county fair. 
Noah has been a member of 
the meat, urban soils and farm 
business management teams. 
He has attended leadership night 
and national FFA convention. 
He has helped with 4th grade 
ag day, helped raise money for 
Angel Tree and the sale ring 
decorations at the county fair, 
and helped with the buyer’s ap-
preciation dinner for the county 
fair buyers. Noah has been a 
member of the school Envirothon 
team.
    “It was a very enjoyable experi-
ence,” Cox said.
    Josiah Nutter is a senior from 
Guysville and is a son of Chris 
and Pam Nutter. Josiah’s SAE 
consisted of market goats and a 
lawn mowing business. He has 
participated in the job interview 
and ag sales contest while at-
tending greenhand FFA camp 
and leadership night. Josiah 
has also attended state and 
national FFA convention. He has 
helped with 4th grade ag. day, 
tree bundling for the Athens Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis-
trict, helped with Masonic lodge 
breakfasts and the Carthage Fire 
Auxiliary fundraising. He spent 
over 50 hours fixing up the Sa-
vannah Park. Josiah has been a 
member of the school Envirothon 
team. Josiah has enlisted in the 
Navy and will pursue a career in 
nuclear engineering.
    “I felt honored to get my State 
Degree. It was a great way to cap 
off my high school experience. 
Most of the fun I had in high 
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school was caused by FFA,” Nut-
ter said.
    Cody Pfeiffer is the son of 
Scott and JoAnn Pfeiffer of 
Albany and is a junior. His SAE is 
made up of market poultry, Red 
Angus and Shorthorn beef cattle, 
and working for Willo-wood 
Farms. He has served as chapter 
treasurer and has been elected 
to vice president. He has been 
a member of the meats, urban 
soils, parliamentary procedure 
teams while also competing in 
the state agriscience fair. He has 
attended summer FFA camp, 
Made for Excellence, leadership 
night, district officer training, 
state and national FFA conven-
tions. His community service 
includes helping with the Lay-
ing of the Wreaths at Arlington 
National Cemetery, cleaning of 
fairgrounds, petting zoos, and 
4th grade ag day. He has also 
competed in the Mid American 
Grasslands in Missouri. 
    “I feel honored to get my State 
FFA Degree! It puts me one step 
closer to getting my American 
Degree,” Pfeiffer said. 
    Will Quinn is the son of Ka-
tie Keirns and is a senior from 
Amesville. Will’s SAE includes 
lawn mowing and taking market 
hogs to the county fair. He has 
served as chapter secretary and 
been a member of the ag sales 
and farm business management 
teams. He has attended green-
hand camp, leadership night, 
district officer training, state and 
national conventions. He has 
helped with 4th grade ag day, 
Angel Tree, the school food drive, 
the FFA petting zoo, and tree 
bundling with the Athens Soil and 
Water Conservation District. Will 
has also been a member of the 

FHHS Envirothon team. Will will 
be attending Owen’s Community 
College in the fall majoring to 
become a John Deere Technical.  
    “It took a lot of work to get my 
State FFA Degree so I feel very 
honored to receive it and I’m will-
ing to work twice as hard to earn 
my American Degree,” Quinn 
said. 
    McKenzie Steele is a junior 
from Coolville and is the daugh-
ter of Andria and Bill Airhart. 
She has taken feeder calves as 
her SAE. McKenzie has been a 
member of the ag sales, farm 
business management, and 
parliamentary procedure teams. 
She has attended FFA camp, 
leadership night, and national 
FFA convention. She has helped 
raise money for Angel Tree and 
the school food drive. McKenzie 
has helped with 4th grade ag 
day, tree bundling with the Ath-
ens Soil and Water Conservation 
District, and with fairgrounds 
improvement. She has been a 
member of the FHHS volleyball 
team. 
    “I feel honored because it 
shows I put a lot of time in all my 
projects,” Steele said. 

    Chelsea Washburn is a junior 
from Amesville and is the daugh-
ter of Jamie and Bridget Wash-
burn. She has served as chapter 
secretary and been a member of 
the farm business management, 
and parliamentary procedure 
teams. She has attended leader-
ship night, district officer training, 
and FFA camp. She has helped 
with 4th grade ag day, the pump-
kin festival, Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters, Angel Tree, the school food 
drive, and helped with the Athens 
Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict tree bundling. She has been 
a member of the FHHS softball 
and basketball teams while also 
participating on the cheerleading 
squad. 
    “It was an honor to earn my 
State FFA Degree with all the 
work put into it and a great way 
to remember all the wonderful 
things I have accomplished,” 
Washburn said. 
    Out of 803 students earning 
their State FFA Degrees, these 
eight students should feel privi-
leged to accomplish so many 
great things and earning their 
degrees because it takes a lot of 
time and dedication. 
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Radical Raccoon
Lover
By Maddie Kamody 

    When most people think of 
raccoons, they think pest, vermin, 
or maybe even trash pickers.    
This is not the case for freshman 
Crystal Moone. 
    Moone has loved raccoons for 
as long as she can remember 
but her love has progressed over 
the years. It may also have been 
influenced by the fact that, as 
a child, her favorite movie was 
“Pocahontas”, which has a rac-
coon named Meeko in it. She did 
not quite know what started her 
love, but she sure loves raccoons 
now. 
    “I really wanted a raccoon 
for my birthday and to name it 
Meeko, after Meeko in “Pocahon-
tas”. When I found out that dad 
got me two, it took me like two 
minutes to think of Rigby, like 
Rigby in “Regular Show”, which is 
an awesome show.” 
    Moone got her raccoons about 
two years ago. Just two short 
months after though, Meeko 
got out of her cage, ran up a 
tree, and was never seen again. 
Rigby, however, stuck around for 
a while. Just this past July was 
when Moone had to turn him 
loose into the wild. At the time 
her mother, Steph Moone, lived 
in a different house and while 
Crystal and her mother were 
away, her father, Teddy Moone, 
did not want to feed him, and 
was also scared that he was go-
ing to get mean. 
    “I’m very sad. I miss him.” 
Moone would take Rigby for 
walks and he would be on a har-
ness then she would let him in-

side and just let him run around. 
She also fed him dog food and 
junk food such as chips and 
Cheez-Its. 
    “One of his favorite foods was 
skittles but he didn't like yellow. 
He hated yellow skittles.”

Gabe Alexander and his kitty cat tights...

Raccoon Facts
•	 Raccoons	have	a	large	array	of	vocalizations.	Scientists	

have	determined	that	they	can	make	over	51	different	
sounds!	They	purr,	whistle,	growl,	hiss,	scream	and	even	
whinny.

•	 A	raccoon’s	hands	are	so	nimble	they	can	unlace	a	
shoe,	unlatch	a	cage	and	deftly	retrieve	coins	as	thin	as	
dimes	from	your	shirt	pocket.

•	 Raccoons	are	more	likely	to	be	killed	by	an	automobile	
than	by	another	predator.

Source:	joshmosey.wordpress.com
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